
With Winter draWing 
closer, there is one type of 
freeze on the way that should 
please all local residents – the 
decision by Cotswold district 
Council not to increase 
council tax for 2011-12 

The Cabinet took the 
unprecedented step of 
recommending this decision 
almost six months in 
advance of bills going out to 
residents, in the knowledge 
that the Council’s current 
efficiency programme is 
already delivering sufficient 
savings to make this do-able. 

There’s also been some 
welcome relief for small 
businesses with the news 
that premises with a rateable 
value of under £6,000 will 
enjoy a rates holiday for 
a whole year, while other 
premises valued between 
£6,000 and 

£12,000 will qualify for 
substantial reductions. 

Leader of the Council, 
Lynden Stowe, has been keen 
to reassure households that 

they can plan their family 
budgets without having to 
allow for a hike in council 
tax: “in this harsh economic 
climate, even the smallest 
rises in living costs can be 
really damaging, particularly 
when residents are reliant on 
pensions or fixed incomes. 

“Over the last eight 
years we have succeeded in 

keeping the rate of council 
tax increase below rises 
in state pensions, and 
this freeze for next 
year sends out a clear 
message that we can 
rein in spending while 

maintaining all 
the services that 

the taxpayer 
expects from 
us. i’m also very 
pleased that local 

businesses have 

been given a real boost with 
the introduction of the rates 
holiday – this bodes well for 
the economic health of the 
district.” 

Councillor Lynden Stowe 
continues: “i realise that 
the Coalition government 
has urged councils to adopt 
this measure, but it is easier 
said than done and i 
am extremely grateful 
to the staff at CdC 
for making this 
possible. Their hard 
work and careful 
management 
of the budget 
has given 
me sufficient 
confidence in 
our finances to make 
this promise publicly, 
even before we get 
around to detailed budget  
setting for the year ahead in 
February. 

i also know that 
gloucestershire County 
Council intend to impose a 
price freeze on their part of 
the council tax bill, so this is 
very good news all round.”

Small businesses that 
have not yet claimed the 
rates holiday or reduced  
payments should call the 
Council as soon as possible 
on 01285 623034.

More on Page 2

Treat yourself this Christmas and 
get the VAT back on a wide 

range of technology from Sony.

Cashback only on selected Sony products purchased before 24/12/10 whilst stocks last. Full price is payable in-store & Sony will refund 14.89% of the retail price you have paid which is equivalent to the VAT by Cashback. Price paid in the UK inc. VAT at the std. 17.5% rate; this is added to the ‘net’ or ‘ex-VAT’ price of your Sony product to give the retail price you paid. Of the overall retail price, VAT constitutes 14.89% not 17.5%. Cashback must be claimed before 31/01/11.

In Store or Online. Collection or Delivery.

Owned and operated by HAV Ltd. 

21 West Market Place  
Cirencester | 01285 641 456

www.sony.co.uk/cirencester
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Tip Top the Tiger and young admirer Nico Griffiths-
Conyers enjoy CDC’s Summer off the streets 
National Play Day in August. For more summer 
pics from around the district see pages 8&9. 

Warm welcome for 
council tax freeze

“I’m also very 
pleased that 
local businesses 
have been given 
a real boost”

WINone of Ten e-on 
powerdown plugs!

find ouT how To enTer now on page 7IN
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Christmas refuse/  recycling collection dates see page 10
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The nexT Census in england and Wales does not take 
place until 27th March 2011 but preparatory work is already 
well underway.

The office for national statistics designs, manages and 
runs the Census, and is currently looking to employ 35,000 
people in england and Wales to help gather the information. 
These can be full-time or part-time to fit in with your life, 
with contract terms ranging from one to seven months. 

There is no minimum academic requirement 
so anyone can apply, but we do want people 
who would like to make a contribution to  
their community. 

Just go to www.censusjobs.co.uk to find out more about 
this job opportunity. You can also contact Alex Todd on 
07801 331515 or email k102@census.gov.uk. 

SinCe the COaLitiOn government 
came to power earlier this year, some 
of the cuts they have introduced have 
already had some impact on Cotswold 
district Council. We weren’t surprised 
to see the withdrawal of the LaBgi 
(Local authority Business growth 
incentive), housing and Planning 
delivery grant and a 50% reduction 
in Local area agreement funds – in 
fact we had already factored these 
reductions into our financial plans. 

We also allowed for reductions 
in central funding arising from the 
government’s October spending 
review and it looks like our calculations 
were quite accurate. however, we 
can’t be entirely sure until our grant 
settlement is announced in early 
december, and we will let you know 
when things become clearer. 

everyone at the Council is acutely 
aware of the need to economise 
while maintaining vital frontline 
services; indeed, we have identified a 
requirement to make efficiency savings 
of £2.4 million over a five-year period. 

There are already plans in place to 
deliver approximately 80% of these 
savings, such as sharing jobs and 
services with other authorities - most 
notably senior and other management 
posts with West 
Oxfordshire and 
Cheltenham - 
and we’re also 
looking at the 
prospect of a 
shared waste 
service with other 
gloucestershire 
authorities which 
could save us around £700,000 per 
year. 

Other planned savings include 
customer service redesigns to create 
sleeker working practices, the use 
of technology to expedite many 
bureaucratic processes, and an ongoing 

drive to reduce our reliance on paper by 
30% now that we’re seeing a reduction 
in demands for bureaucratic processes 
from central government. 

We have often found that relatively 
small and simple changes can deliver 
big rewards – for example, through 
careful management of our budget, 
we made a saving of over half a million 
pounds last financial year compared to 
anticipated spending. One of the major 
contributors to this underspend was 
our decision not to fill vacant positions 
automatically. We are continuing to 
review manning levels in this way and 
will only replace staff when there is an 
exceptional need. 

despite this belt tightening, there 
are a number of key achievements to 
record. Perhaps the most heartening 
news is that newly constructed 
affordable homes at Cirencester’s 
Kingshill north development have 
come on stream – families started 
moving in during June and over 50 
homes will soon be occupied. 

The Council is also hopeful that over 
50 more affordable homes will become 
available within phase 2 of the same 
development. to date we have provided 
over 400 affordable homes across the 
district since 2003. 

it’s also worth highlighting our 
enviable waste record - thanks to the 
cooperation of residents, we are one 
of the leading Councils in england (in 
the top four out of a total of 394) with 
residents recycling 61% of all waste. 

We have recently reorganised the 
waste collection rounds to obtain even 
better efficiency and we are on target 

to save a further 
£70,000 per year. 

Finally, looking 
back over the last 
four years, the 
team at CdC can 
draw immense 

satisfaction from the 
improvements we continue 

to make to the wellbeing of the 
community, particularly in providing 
grants for recreation facilities for 
young people and community facilities 
that are used by all age groups. Page 
16 contains a pictorial review of the 
progress we have made over that 
period and here are some interesting 
statistics to underline my point. 

find us on

Coach Hire & Excursions

of Cirencester
www.alexcars.co.uk  tel: 01285 653985

PRIVATE HIRE 21 to 70 seats
DAY EXCURSIONS

HOLIDAYS & SHORT BREAKS
 

WEDDINGS
VINTAGE COACH HIRE 

Contact us for a free brochure or quote

find us on

Christmas Shopping Festive Mystery Tour: Theatre Shows : 

Scotland : Ireland : Jersey : Llandudno : plus many more

Trinity road
Cirencester gl7 1pX

For all general Council 
enquiries, telephone 

01285 623 000
Out of Hours Emergency  

Number 01685 742 138

ConTaCT us

Bourton Leisure Centre 01451 824 024

Bourton Visitor 
Information Centre 01451 820 211

Chipping Campden 
Leisure Centre 01386 841 595

Chipping Campden Visitor 
Information Centre 01386 841 206

Cirencester Visitor 
Information Centre 01285 654 180

Corinium Museum 01285 655 611

Cotswold Leisure Centre 01285 654 057

Fairford Leisure Centre            01285 713 786

Moreton Area Centre 01608 650 881

Tetbury Leisure Centre 01666 505 805

Tetbury Visitor 
Information Centre 01666 503 552

Waste Hotline 01286 623 123

Cotswold News has a circulation of 
40,000 and is distributed to all house-
holds in the District. The majority of 
the papers are delivered by the Royal 
Mail’s Door to Door service although 
where coverage is not available, the 
paper is delivered via normal post. If 
you have any  
comments about Cotswold News 
please contact Bob McNally, Editor,  
at Cotswold District Council on  
01285 623 120 or email:
bob.mcnally@cotswold.gov.uk

Cotswold News is published by Cots-
wold District Council and produced/
printed by Now Media Ltd. No part of 
this publication may be re-produced 
without the express permission of the 
publishers. Manuscripts, photographs 
and other materials submitted to the 
magazine are sent at the owner’s risk. 

Advertising is accepted and published 
under the strict guidelines of the CAP 
code as formulated by the Advertising 
Standards Authority (www.asa.org.
uk). It is sold on behalf of Cotswold 
District Council by Now Media Ltd. 
If you have any comment/concern 
about any of the advertising carried 
within Cotswold News, or would like 
to advertise in future editions, please 
contact Now Media on 01242 260 307. 

Products and services advertised 
in this newspaper by external 
organisations or companies do not 
carry the endorsement of Cotswold 
District Council.

A version of this newspaper 
is available in large print.  
Call 01285 623 169

Jolly hockey sticks: Grace Harding, Oliver Karn and Samuel Robinson battle it out

Ahead of the game  
Council leader Lynden Stowe reviews the Council’s achievements 
with a sense of great pride, and also looks forward to a bright future

■	CdC has spent over £300,000 from the Community projects fund, 
enabling us to deliver 37 projects across the district to improve play and 
recreation and community facilities (such as village halls.) it’s important to 
remember that this money came from the sale of housing stock to fosse-
way and did not come out of central government funding 

■	we have spent over £250,000 from our resilience grant to help commu-
nities prevent flooding and prepare for emergencies - and there is more 
money available to cover many more projects of this type

■	we have allocated about £220,000 worth of funding per year to support a 
wide range of voluntary sector organisations across the district,  
including voluntary services for the elderly and infirm, Citizens advice 
Bureau, sustainable development, arts and culture, and housing 

■	 The government playbuilder programme has enabled us to allocate almost 
£165,000 for new play facilities at andoversford, lechlade, Chipping Camp-
den and Bledington

■	Big lottery funding contributed £200,000 to our programme for young 
people across the Cotswolds during the school holidays 

Census 2011 

Since April 2007

job opportunitieS

“We have often 
found that relatively 
small and simple 
changes can deliver 
big rewards”

The sPorTs Club, CDC’s holiday Multi-
sport Coaching programme, is celebrating its 
most successful season ever, having delivered 
five weeks of top class coaching during the 
recent summer holidays. 

Cotswold leisure Chipping Campden’s 
summer Day Camp childrens’ activities 
were also hugely popular. CDC’s scott burry 
and Gareth bowcott focus on some of the 
highlights.

This year our Sports Club district-wide 
coaching days for children aged 5-16 catered 
for a very wide variety of sports including: 
football; cricket; dodgeball; lacrosse; athletics; 
gymnastics; handball; tennis; netball; boxing; 
and hockey. Many of the sessions 
took place outdoors because the 
weather was kind, and, as usual, 
the emphasis was on fun, 
sportsmanship and teamwork 
provided by top class coaches.

We visited Bourton-on-
the-Water, Cirencester, 
tetbury, Chedworth, ampney 
Crucis, Kemble, Moreton-
in-Marsh and rendcomb - a 
fair spread over five weeks.   

We were very pleased to welcome back plenty 
of familiar faces, and it was great to meet lots 
of newcomers too.

a total of 1,363 children attended 
altogether which is an average of 57 children 
per day - a fantastic number. 

Over at Cotswold Leisure Chipping 
Campden, the OFSted regulated Summer 
day Camp for children aged 5-14 also proved 
to be a huge attraction. activities on offer 
this year included: go-karting; roller discos; 
gymnastics; crazy science experiments; 
floorball coaching; educational animal 
encounters; and numerous different sports. 

it was great to see so many new children 
attending this year’s camp as well as the 
numerous regular attendees. There was a very 
positive vibe throughout, and we received 
some very uplifting feedback. 

even though the duration of the event was 
slightly shorter this year, we recorded 680 
visits over the 5-week period, and the highest 

average daily attendance figures for three 
years. 

in these times of economic 
uncertainty and government 
cutbacks, we would like to thank 
all the parents and children who 

supported this year’s Sports 
Club and the Chipping Campden 
Summer day Camp. We hope to 

build on this year’s success, and 
look forward to seeing you all again 
very soon to make 2011 even better!

a sizzling summer of 
sport in the Cotswolds

TiMes MAY be hard for many people, but the 
Council recognises the importance of staying 
fit and healthy and has recently approved the 
installation of brand new exercise equipment 
at Cotswold leisure Cirencester. 

Councillor David Fowles, Cabinet Member 
for leisure explains: “Gym equipment 
is heavily used and, ideally, needs to be 
replaced once every five years or so. With 
this in mind, we had set aside £250,000 in 
our spending plans for new items in 2011-
12. however, we decided to bring forward 
this target date because we learned that 
buying new early would provide us with a 
windfall of about £45,000 when we traded 
in the old equipment. The new items, which 
will be installed during December, cost 
about £170,000 so we have saved about 
£80,000 – these savings will go towards 
another equipment replacement scheme in 
the years ahead.” 

Jamie nesbit, the head of leisure 
services, is very pleased with the outcome: 
“Customers get to enjoy the very latest 

state-of-the-art equipment a lot sooner then 
expected, and it will all be up and running 
in time for them to work off their Christmas 
pud as they get into shape for 2011.”

And just to be on the safe side……. We 
have recently installed Automated external 
Defibrillator machines at each of our five 
leisure centres across the district. They were 
provided free of charge by Great Western 
Ambulance service who also kindly provided 
training to our Cotswold leisure staff.  

Gymnastic fantastic!

Bring this voucher to any of our Cotswold leisure pools (Cirencester, Bourton and Chipping 
Campden) from 8th november to 20th december 2010, and receive one free child swim when 
you purchase an adult swim. 

SpeciAl offer
Swim for free!

It was great to see so 
many new children 
attending this year’s camp

£220,000 per year

allocated to voluntary 

organisations

Facing the future with confidence: Councillor Lynden Stowe

disTriCT and parish elections will 
be held in May 2011. To vote, you 
must be on the register of electors. 
forms checking those eligible to vote 
were sent to every property in the 
district in september. Canvassers 
have recently visited properties 
which did not submit a return.

if you have not yet sent your 
form back, or used our phone or 
internet services to update your 
details, please register now… 

the new register takes effect on 
1st december 2010. if you move 
house after 1st december, please 
let us know - either telephone 
01285 623002 or email elections@
cotswold.gov.uk 

it’s important to register - if you 
don’t, you may be removed from 
the register and will not be able 
to vote. You could also experience 
difficulty in obtaining credit or 
opening a bank account.

Don’t Lose Your Vote - Register NOW!

Customers get to enjoy 
the very latest state-of-
the-art equipment
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OFFering the BeSt of both worlds, 
Saab has launched a new range of fuel-
efficient vehicles that are the cleanest, 
low-carbon Saabs ever produced. The 
new 9-3 range which is now available 
at Skurrays Saab in Swindon, 
includes a Saloon, SportWagon and 
Convertible and introduces three new 
twin-turbo diesel engines. 

The result of an 18 month 
development programme, Saab has 
focused on achieving an average 12 
percent reduction in fuel consumption 
and CO2 emissions. every aspect of 
the range has been refined and all 
three vehicles have been optimised 

to not only offer incredible power, but 
also deliver just 119g/km CO2. That’s 
an emissions reduction of more than 
10 percent compared to the previous 
9-3 range and considerably less 
than the 147g/km CO2 that 
you would expect from an 
average car’s performance. 
in fact the most powerful 
version, the 180 hp 1.9ttid 
saloon, now offers the most 
efficient performance for a 
four-cylinder diesel engine 
in its class. 

With such optimum fuel 
efficiency, the latest Saab 9-3 

range is a perfect choice for company 
car users taking it below the 120g/
km taxation threshold and making it 
tax-exempt for vehicle excise duty. and 
of course, it also makes a cost-effective 
option for customers who are keen 
to reduce fuel consumption and their 
carbon footprint.

Colin Pulman, Brand Manager from 
Skurrays Saab, comments: “here at 
Skurrays Saab we’re committed to 
producing high-performance vehicles 
that don’t compromise on fuel efficiency 
and low-carbon emissions. That’s why 

we’re pleased to 
introduce 

new engines to the Saab 9-3 range for 
the most efficient Saab vehicles ever 
produced.

“With optimised twin-turbo engines 
available in three very different models, 
we are able to offer a fantastic range of 
vehicles for anyone looking to reduce the 
environmental impact of car without 
taking away any of the enjoyment 
associated with the Saab driving 
experience.”

to lower the emissions level to 
119g/km CO2, engineers at Saab fitted 
optimised gearing, without affecting 
acceleration or top speed. efficiency 
measures were introduced including 
improved aerodynamics with rear 

underbody deflector blades, more 
efficient electro-hydraulic 

power steering assistance and 
low rolling resistance tyres 
for reduced road friction. 
each vehicle in the range 
also features enhanced 
driver technology to 
encourage economical 
driving, whilst drivers can 
also enjoy Bluetooth phone 

integration and heated front seats as 
standard.

What’s more, with Saab’s Personal 
Contract hire scheme, customers to 
Skurrays Saab can now drive away 
the new Saab 9-3 1.9ttid saloon 
for just £299 a month*. 

Colin continues: “Personal Contract 
hire is a much more manageable 
solution for customers who prefer 
monthly payments, giving them a 
wide choice of cars with less long-term 
financial commitment. and as Vat is 
set to rise in January, now is the ideal 
time to take advantage of the scheme. 

“i’m confident the Saab 9-3 
range and Personal Contract hire 
will prove popular amongst our 
customers, and i’d like to encourage 
motorists in the area to come down 
to the dealership and test drive the 
new models for themselves.”

For more information on the 
saab range go to: http://media.
saab.com or visit: skurrays saab, 
langley road, hillmead, swindon, 
Wiltshire, sn5 5QJ
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LOCaLS CeLeBrated When the recent 
Cotswold Champion tree competition 
awarded the Chairman’s prize to Farmington 
Parish Clerk John Marshall, who nominated 
a magnificent sycamore which stands on 
the village green. John received a silver 
birch sapling which he will plant in the local 
churchyard, and commented: “Our sycamore 
may not be the oldest, largest, tallest or 
widest tree but it’s a real beauty and one of 
the finest in the Cotswolds.” 

the ViLLagerS OF Sherborne were 
devastated when the local shop and post 
office - both vital rural hubs - closed in 
2009. however, thanks to the enterprise 
and endeavour of Yvonne Blankley and 
Sarah ingamells, the old building has been 
transformed into a lively focal point for the 
community. The Sherborne village shop 
has had a total makeover, and is now a 
multi-functional facility which is not only 
used as a handy store selling locally grown 
produce, but also boasts a thriving tea shop, 
a cosy restaurant with chandeliers and a 
licensed venue. Sarah ingamells explains: “ 
eventually, we want to build the business 
enough to be able to employ local people.” 
The shop is open seven days a week, usually 
from 7am-7pm.

the reCent tetBurY Food and drink 
Festival showcased over 50 local producers 
and retailers of fantastic food products 
from the Cotswolds. 

The town also celebrated another wonderful 
achievement in the summer when it was 
declared overall winner out of 47 entrants 
in the 2010 heart of england in Bloom 
Campaign. Sue hirst, the tetbury in Bloom 

team leader, said “ i am absolutely delighted 
not only for the team who put in months of 
hard work, but for the whole community.”

WOrK On the new play area at Bledington 
is nearing completion. Ward Councillor 
david Penman commented: “This has taken 
many months of negotiating with a number 
of organisations and at last there is a light 
at the end of the tunnel. Thanks must go 
to Lizzie aldridge and her team who have 
done a splendid job for the benefit for the 
children of Bledington.” Ward Councillor 
Merryl Phillips added: “it’s great to know 
that the parishes of adlestrop, Bledington, 
Oddington and Stow-on-the Wold have 
obtained grants for various projects which 
have enabled the residents to obtain better 
facilities. it was also very gratifying to help 
a disabled group in our ward gain funding 
to renovate their bus.”

ChedWOrth iS gOing green this 
autumn following the recent installation 
of a new eco-friendly boiler in the village 
hall. The boiler,which cost £40,000 and is 
fuelled by wood pellets, had its big launch at 
the end of august. CdC contributed some 
of the costs, and the new boiler should cut 
the hall’s heating bills by more than 50% 
while keeping the community hub warm 
throughout the winter months.

fairford, volunTeers Took 
part in the third annual cleaning 
of the Court Brook during october, 
removing weeds, waste and other 
blockages from a mile-long stretch, 
which is a natural overflow chan-
nel for the nearby river Coln. ward 
Councillor Chris roberts commented: 
“This town was one of the worst-hit 
communities in the Cotswolds after 
the 2007 floods, and we all do our bit 
to ensure we are not affected in the 
same way again.” 

Meanwhile in Bourton, members 
of the community involved in 
combating flooding gathered in July 
to celebrate their achievements. 
volunteers, parish and county 
councillors, CdC officers and 
members toured the main sites 
where flood prevention work 
has now been completed. ward 
Councillor sheila Jeffrey said: “it was 
great that the environment agency 
gave our volunteers a ‘flood heroes’ 
award earlier this year in recognition 
of their efforts.” 

The CoMMuniTY reCenTlY 
celebrated the opening of their 
volunteer-run shop, post office 
and café in the annex at the new 
village hall. The shop will specialise 
in locally produced, fair-trade and 
organic produce, and forms part of 
a regeneration project to establish 
a central hub. villagers have 
contributed over £30,000 to the 
project through fund raising, and 
obtained substantial funding from 
the rural development programme 
for england and the village Core 
programme. at the outset, CdC 
worked with community leaders to 
assist in the first design statement, 
and then cooperated with them on 
a continuing basis, including the 
supply of grants at various stages. 
The hub also includes tennis courts, 
a playground and a multi-use 
games area. 

cirenceSter & chipping cAmpden

 05

Fuel consumption figures for Saab 9-3 Diesel Saloon Range in mpg (litres/100km): Urban 36.7 – 49.6 (7.7 – 5.7), Extra-urban 60.1 – 72.4 (4.7 – 3.9), Combined 48.7 – 62.8 (5.8 – 4.5). CO2 

emissions 153 – 119g/km. 
Deal available to private individuals only for orders between 1st October – 31st December 2010. Deals may not apply to all dealer stock and are subject to availability. Correct at time of going to press. UK supplied vehicles only. For full specification and details contact your local Dealer before placing an order. Figures 
shown are based on a non-maintenance contract hire package for the bailment of goods over 38 months, assuming a maximum of 10,000 miles per annum. All rentals are quoted inclusive of VAT. An advance rental of £1,794 inc VAT is payable, followed by 37 regular monthly rentals of £299 inc VAT. The quotation is 
subject to there being no changes in VAT or manufacturer list price. An excess mileage charge applies if the annual contract mileage is exceeded (5.98p per mile up to 10,000 miles and 8.67ppm 10,000 miles and above). The quotation is given subject to the vehicle being serviced and maintained in accordance with 
manufacturer guidelines and the vehicle must be returned to Saab Contract Hire in a condition commensurate with the BVRLA Fair Wear and Tear guidelines for its age and mileage. Charges will be applied should these conditions not be met. All quotations are subject to availability and conditions. A guarantee and/or 
indemnity may be required. Applicants must be 18 or over. Full terms and conditions are available upon request. Contract hire by ALD Automotive Ltd. trading as Saab Contract Hire, Oakwood Park, Lodge Causeway, Fishponds, Bristol BS16 3JA. ALD Automotive Ltd. is incorporated in the UK and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority in respect of general insurance products. **119g/km CO2 emissions relate to MY11 9-3 1.9TTiD Manual Saloon engines and excludes the 180PS Aero engine only. Offer and model shown is the MY11 9-3 Turbo Edition 1.9TTiD 160PS Manual Saloon at £22,495 OTR plus optional metallic 
paint at £525. +Exempt from first years road tax.

The Saab 9-3 Twin Turbo Diesel Saloon range now has a choice of three 1.9TTiD engines with CO2 emissions 
of just 119g/km**. So you can drive away without paying road tax+. But economy doesn’t come at the expense 
of performance, in fact the exhilarating 180PS variant is the most powerful car in its class. With prices from 
just £299 a month*and generous specification that includes leather trim seats, 17" alloy wheels, Bluetooth and 
heated front seats all as standard, the most efficient thing to do would be to test drive one today. 

Contact Skurrays Saab now and beat the rise in VAT.

*Plus advance rental of £1,794.

Skurrays Saab Swindon
www.skurrayssaab.co.uk    01793 883600    Langley Road, Hillmead, Swindon, Wiltshire SN5 5QJ

Having fun: 
Children celebrate National Play Day in Chipping Campden

Above: Cllr Penman, Geoff Townsend (Play Action Group), Cllr Merryl Phillips, and 
Ben Woodward (Play Action Group) review progress at Bledington Right: Sherborne 
- service with a smile - Sarah (left) and Yvonne (right) in the shop

And the winner is: John Marshall (right) 
receives a silver birch prize from Chairman 
of Cotswold Tree Warden Group Committee 
Greg Philips. (See page 12 for more details 
of the tree competition) 

community NewS

CoTswold disTriCT CounCil has hailed the recent Big 
lottery-funded summer off the streets campaign as the 
best ever, with hundreds of children in the district taking 
part in a remarkable variety of sports, arts and 
play activities throughout the summer holidays. 

Two of the most successful events were 
staged in Cirencester and Chipping Campden 
on 4th august when a total of almost 250 
youngsters celebrated national 
play day with an arts and crafts 
workshop, swimming, african 
drumming, dJ-ing, circus skills and 
skateboard tuition. 

The programme this summer was the last 
one funded by the Big lottery. This year we 
were fortunate to receive some additional 

sponsorship from Chipping Manor dental 
practice, and the scheme organiser, gaynor 
harper, was delighted with the outcome and 
hopes that more businesses might come 
forward to support next year’s event. 

she commented: “Young people and 
their parents tell us how much they 

value this programme, and the 
difference it makes having 

positive things to do through 
the long summer break.” 

For more information 
about sponsoring next 

year’s event, contact the 
Council on 01285 623560. 

fAirford & bourton

doWn Ampney

fArmington

Sherborne

tetbury

beAcon - StoW

chedWorth

© Picture courtesy of Cotswold Journal, a Newsquest publication

Don't miss the special  
events near you during the 

festive period, see Page 15
Skurrays Saab launches new 
low-carbon, fuel efficient range
These days, carbon emissions and fuel 
efficiency are key considerations for 
anyone looking to buy a new car, but 
motorists shouldn’t have to compromise on 
performance and power when it comes to 
making a commitment to the environment.
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AnDreW bAnFielD, MAnAGer 
of the Cheltenham, Cirencester & 
Tewkesbury Citizens Advice 
bureau, looks at customer 
trends in the Cotswolds. 

during a recession 
it will come as 
little surprise that 
Citizens advice in the 
Cotswolds continues 
to be in high demand 
with figures for 2009 
showing that there were 
3,560 enquiries from 
clients from every ward in 
the district. not surprisingly, 
most queries focused on debt, welfare 
benefits, employment and housing. 

While the demand for our services 
to solve problems goes on rising, we 

are also doing some preventative 
work to counter debt by 

staging “Make Money 
Make Sense” courses 
across the district. if 
you or a group you 
organise would like 
to participate in one 
of these courses, then 

please contact the 
Cheltenham Bureau. 

Our website is at www.
cheltenhamcab.org.uk and you 

can phone us on 01285 652908 or 
01242 522491

don’t forget that the service provided 

by CaB is available to everyone, and 
can be accessed in: Cirencester 10am to 
4pm Monday, tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday; Moreton-in-Marsh on tuesday 
afternoons or Wednesday Mornings; 
and tetbury on Monday mornings. 

additionally, we run surgeries 
at Bourton and northleach on an 
appointment basis, and we now have 
a drop in service at the Springboard 
Children’s Centre in Stow on  
Monday mornings. 

Cotswold residents can also obtain 
advice at the Cheltenham CaB Office 
which is open from Monday to Friday 
between 9am to 5pm. if you wish to 
access self-help information, please 
see www.adviceguide.org.uk

a Large CrOWd turned out in the autumn 
sunshine to celebrate their new play facilities, which 
include swings, slides and a play house for toddlers, 
tyre swings and a climbing frame for older kids, and a 
basket swing and shelter for teenagers. 

The organisers put on a terrific show, with a clown, 
cheerleaders and dancers, and a chance to climb on-
board the local fire engine for the children, while the 
adults enjoyed a pig roast and bar. 

Thanks to a whole host of local fundraising 
activities, and grants from the Lottery Community 
Spaces and Cotswold district Council, the recreation 
ground offers something for children of all ages. it 
was also really fortunate to be awarded Playbuilder 
funding, which has now been discontinued.

Ken Wilkins, the project coordinator, commented: 
“The children and young people of Chipping Campden 
and neighbouring villages deserve a space to get 
outside and play. Our new recreation ground provides 
just that, with dedicated spaces for little ones, older 
kids and teenagers, whilst keeping the sports 
provision and green space for all the community. The 
support of Cotswold district Council was crucial, as it 
gave us credibility in the eyes of other funders.”
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Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
evening 26 Nov – 19 Dec 2010
5pm – 8.30pm  (last entry at 7.15pm) 
Adults £8, concessions £7, children £4
Discounted entry for pre-booked groups over 10 people
Half-price entry for Friends of Westonbirt Arboretum every Friday
Buy tickets online at www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt
Box Office: 01842 814612

The future: How the new hospital at Moreton will look 
when it is completed

Fun & games: The team of Play Action Group volunteers celebrate the launch of the play area

hOrdeS OF ViSitOrS descended on the 
Cotswolds during the summer but some 
were more welcome than others. The warm 
Spring and hot early Summer encouraged a 
large number of wasps to thrive, and Steve 
Floyd and alex Badger of CdC’s Pest Control 

Services destroyed over 900 nests - a 
record number. Steve explains: 

“The climate in the Cotswolds 
this year was perfect for 

wasps and the early 
heat guaranteed 

a longer than 
n o r m a l 

sur vival 
rate.” 

Steve and alex were rushed off their feet 
dealing with call-outs in the hot weather and 
they have had little time to catch their breath 
because, as soon as autumn approached, rats 
and mice began to leave the fields and started 
looking for food and shelter in residents’ 
gardens and homes. Steve continues: “There’s 
a demand for pest control all year round – you 
name it, we deal with it, including all kinds of 
rodents, fleas, bedbugs, woodlice, wasps and 
pigeons. 

Our rates are very reasonable and we 
respond quickly.” 

For more details of CDC’s Pest Control 
services, call 01285 623000. 

We Are CurrenTlY looking at how 
you, our residents, get in touch with us 
to see how we can improve the way you 
gain access to our services. 

We would really welcome your 
feedback and in return you have the 
chance to win one of ten energy saving 
PowerDown plugs for Desk Computers, 
courtesy of e-on. This special plug 
automatically shuts down all the 
peripheral equipment attached to your 
computer when you power down and 

will save over £10 per 
year on your annual 
electricity bill. 

 All you have to 
do is answer the 
following five 
questions and 
return the coupon 
to us no later than 
the 17th December 
2010.

Keeping in Touch 

Putting  
families first

The future in patient care

Buzz off!Large turnout for rec

post your answers to: 
Cotswold news, Cotswold district Council, Trinity road, Cirencester, glos. gl7 1pX or email 
them to press@cotswold.gov.uk please include your name, address and contact details.
Terms and Conditions: No purchase necessary. The winners will be drawn at random on January 4th 
and will be notified by the end of that week. Contestant’s details will not be passed to a third party.

Win AN eNerGY 
SAViNG PLUG!

The neW norTh Cotswold Community hospital at 
Moreton-in-Marsh is already well ahead of schedule 
and should be ready to open its doors in early 2012. 

The attractive design and up-to-date facilities, 
such as en-suite bedrooms for all patients, will 
bring patient care in the locality up to ultra-modern 
standards. linda edwards, Matron / Manager of 
the new development, says: “We are all very excited 
at the prospect of this handsome new hospital  
linking in with all the proposed community support 
for people living in their own homes”. 

Additionally, the new Charlton lane unit 
in Cheltenham, which will serve people in 
the Cotswolds, has also opened with greatly 
improved facilities for those with mental illnesses.  
Again, en-suite individual rooms and pleasant 
communal spaces, plus gardens, will help patients 
with their recovery. 

Help make a 
difference! 
CdC haS SuPPOrted 
a number of befriending 
schemes for older people in 
the district who are living 
in social isolation and are 
physically apart from their 
communities. 

We are proud of the success 
of all these schemes which 
are regarded as a model 
for the County, and they 
continue to grow at a pace. 
While new clients are always 
very welcome, we would 
benefit immensely from more 
volunteers coming forward to 
lend their support. 

■ good neighbours
Covering Cirencester

 01285 642566

■ people for You covering 
lechlade, fairford & Tetbury

 07507 641815

■	 sitting & Befriending service
north Cotswolds

 01608 651115

Chipping Campden’s new recreation ground opened not with 
a bang but with a slide in early October, as the town’s Mayor 
rode down the new zip wire

High Demand for CAB Continues

springBoard Children’s CenTres - in 
stow on the wold, Cirencester, northleach, 
fairford and Tetbury - aim to provide a 
friendly, safe and welcoming place, where 
families with babies and young children 
can come and enjoy a range of services 
and activities. staff at the centres support 
early experiences and relationships to help 
families raise secure and confident children.

anna sharpe, the Cotswolds springboard 
manager, says: “we believe that early 
experiences matter. Babies and young 
children learn about the world from the 
important relationships around them. 
These ideas will stay with them for 
life. in the Cotswolds we run a variety 
of different sessions in each centre, 
including adult and family learning, 
drop-in groups, access to community 
health services, and advice on quitting 
smoking.” 

To find out more, contact springboard 
on 01285 640 964/01451 831 642, or visit 
www.springboardcc.co.uk

when did You lasT ConTaCT us?

●  within the last month       ●  2-6 months ago           
●  a year ago       ●  never have

how did You ConTaCT us?
●  letter        ●  email       ●  Telephone       ●  payment line            
●  website       ●  went into an office

whY did You need To ConTaCT us? 

how would You prefer To ConTaCT us/ us To 
ConTaCT You?
●  letter       ●  email        ●  Telephone       ●  Text/sMs
●  website       ●   face to face        ●  answer phone

whaT TiMe of daY (or nighT) is MosT  
ConvenienT for You To ConTaCT us?

2

4

3

5

1

For tips on 
a greener 
Christmas 
see page 12
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now the clocks have gone back and Winter is closing in, 
it’s a good time to reflect on the Summer of 2010 in the 

Cotswolds. This selection of photos from around the region 
(taken during the late May and august Bank holidays) 

should bring back some sun-kissed memories

SummEr 
DAzE

ABOVE: Maisiy 
Shepherd (8), 
proudly displays a 
prize ferret at the 
Cirencester Food 
and Farming Day 
which took place 
in late May

Members of the George Veterinary Group are jubilant at the end of the 
Tetbury Woolsack race 

Laura Thomas (11) and Joe Thomas (7) enjoy their new roles as Superhero Sumo fighters during the Food and Farming Fun Day at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester

Adam Henson, owner of the Cotswold 
Farm Park, Guiting Power, shows off 
some rare breed piglets with daughter 
Ella (12) and son Alfie (8) 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Crowds flock to the Cotswold Farm Park for a fun day out. Steve and 
Claire Kletzenbauer and daughter Maddy (9) watch their son Theo (12) trying his hand at Splat the 
Rat during the South Cerney Duck Race fete. Real ale fans Simon King and Steve Walters sampling 
some of the beers on offer at the Cirencester Food and Farming event. Organisers of the South  
Cerney Duck Race prepare to release 1,800 plastic ducks into the river

Artist Norma Pepys prepares a selection of 
her work for the Cotswold Art Club August 
bank holiday exhibition in Stow-on-the-Wold 

Participants in the annual Bourton river football match find a new way to keep cool in the penalty area 

LEFT: Ant 
Beetlestone 
adds the 
finishing 
touches to his 
carving of St 
Christopher at 
Westonbirt’s 
Festival of the 
Tree event 
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the LeaFLet OutLineS the 
basic requirements for a safe haven, 
including: adequate parking; toilet 
facilities; wheelchair access; sufficient 
furniture; tea and coffee making 
facilities; privacy for activities like 
nappy changing; and an office with a 
telephone to coordinate the response. 
it also recommends the resources 
required and contains many useful 
hints and tips. 

The idea for the leaflet arose after 
a road traffic collision ruptured a 
gas main in Lechlade. The town’s 
Community emergency Plan came 
into play and the designated Place of 
Safety was opened for residents who 
could not reach their homes while 
the problem was being resolved. 
Councillor Sandra Carter comments: 
“The use of Lechlade’s Place of Safety 
during the gas leakage was a good 
practical demonstration of the 
emergency planning activities that 
are in place. Our aim is to increase 
resilience, and this can only benefit 
the local community.”

The leaflet can be found at www.
cotswold.gov.uk if you would like 
more information about setting 
up a Place of Safety or developing a 
Community emergency Plan, please 
get in touch with tim dowan at 
Cotswold district Council 01285 
623433.

For any incident requiring 
large-scale and or long-
term evacuation, Cotswold 
district Council, supported by 
gloucestershire County Council’s 
emergency Planning team, will 
open and manage one of the 
designated rest Centres in the 
district. rest Centres provide 
information, shelter, food and 
support for evacuees until it is 
safe for people to return home, 
or until alternative temporary 
accommodation is identified.

a grOuP OF volunteers from the Fairford 
emergency action group has received free First 
aid training, courtesy of The British red Cross, 
working in partnership with CdC.

tim dowan Cotswold district Councils 
resilience Officer and Coordinator of the project 
said. “We specifically chose Fairford to receive 
this training because of their very proactive 
approach to resilience. They have developed a 
comprehensive plan for dealing with an emergency,  
and these volunteers will form a skilled part of the 
town’s response.”

The training covered the crucial elements 
of First aid, including cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation, the recovery positions, maintaining 
an open airway and dealing with a major bleed - all 
the basic ingredients for saving a life.

alex townsend drake from The British 
red Cross added “We are always keen to see 
an increase in the numbers of people trained 
in these life- saving skills. Working with 
Cotswold district Council and the community 
of Fairford has provided a perfect opportunity  
to provide this training to an active and committed 
group of volunteers.”

Volunteers from Lechlade will be  
next in line to undertake the training on 
november 20th.

shoppers froM CirenCesTer and Moreton-in-Marsh 
can buy Christmas cards from more than 25 national 
and local charities at Corinium Museum and Moreton 
area Centre. Cards for good Causes – which sells  
charity cards across the uk every year – opened both 
shops on 20th october.

lyn o’Toole, area organiser, said, “we’re delighted to 
be back in the Corinium Museum and the Moreton area 
Centre. everyone is so generous and it really helps us 
raise more for our charities. Charity cards are a great way 
to buy once and give twice – once to the person you send 
the card to and again to your favourite charity.”

over the last five years charities have received £20 
million from Christmas sales by Cards for good Causes. 
all operating costs and overheads are kept to an 
absolute minimum, so charities receive at 
least 75p in every £1 spent on card sales. 
The Corinium Museum shop on park 
street in Cirencester is open Monday to 
saturday from 10am - 4pm and 
sunday 2pm - 4pm.

The Moreton area Centre 
shop on the high street is 
open 8.45am - 4.15pm on 
Mondays, 8.45am - 5.15pm 
Tuesday to Thursday, 
8.45am - 4.45pm fridays 
and 10am - 12.30pm  
on saturdays. 

New lifesavers: Alex Townsend-Drake (Red Cross), Cllr Chris Roberts, Tim Dowan of 
CDC, Andrea Miles (trainer) and Paul Farr (trainer) discuss the basics of First Aid 

COtSWOLd diStriCt COunCiL has been 
working with local volunteer groups to put an 
end to unlawful waste disposal – commonly 
known as fly tipping. tips removed by the 
Council recently have included: wooden 
furniture, old mattresses and tyres, rubble and 
even an abandoned safe! Cabinet Member for 
the environment and Communities Councillor 
Mark tufnell explains: “We are determined to 
crack down on this illegal practice – it harms 
wildlife, damages the environment and poses 
a threat to health. We are also concerned that 
rubbish left in water courses can increase the 
risk of flooding.” 

Staff from CdC’s Public Protection and 
environmental Services teams have developed 

a presentation to raise public awareness 
of this problem, and to highlight how 

communities and individuals can help 
combat fly tipping by being vigilant 

and reporting what they see. 
Councillor tufnell continues: 

“People are keen to help us and 
we welcome their support and 
cooperation in bringing offenders 
to justice. however, we also need 
to warn them about being over 

eager -– for example, a bin bag full of 

rubbish is potential evidence but if it is disturbed 
by a well meaning passer-by it might no longer 
be admissible as evidence in a court.” 

If you see a fly tip, these simple 
guidelines should help. 

■	Touch it – it may contain syringes, broken glass, 
toxic chemicals or other hazardous substances 

■	disturb the site – there may be evidence that 
will help identify the fly tippers and lead to their 
prosecution

■	place yourself in danger – even if you actually see 
someone fly tipping, stay safe and let the Council 
know

■	 if safe, try to work out what is in the waste by 
sight alone, and also estimate how much there is

■	Make a note of when you saw the tip and its 
exact location

■	Call the waste helpline on 01285 623123 or email 
waste@cotswold.gov.uk

COtSWOLd diStriCt COunCiL, 
Cheltenham Borough Council, Forest 
of dean district Council, tewkesbury 
Borough Council and gloucestershire 
County Council have all formally 
agreed to continue with a joint waste 
programme. 

This means that, in the short term, 
those five Councils will be working to 
deliver a joint waste service with joint 

management arrangements and joint 
governance, deriving considerable 
benefits from working together 
compared with each authority 
continuing as separate entities under 
existing contractual arrangements. 

While expressing their full 
commitment to this strategy, gloucester 
City Council and Stroud district 
Council are currently tied to long-
term contractual arrangements which 
preclude them from joining the joint 
initiative at this stage. nevertheless, all 
Councils in gloucestershire will continue 
to work in partnership to increase 
recycling and reduce the amount of 
waste going to landfill. 

at the outset, it is anticipated that 
a joint project covering Cotswold, 
Cheltenham, Forest of dean, 
tewkesbury and gloucestershire 
County could save local tax payers at 
least £2 million per year– with some 
£700,000 worth of savings in the 
Cotswolds alone - but more work needs 
to be done to deliver these savings. 
Cabinet Member for the environment 
and Communities, Councillor Mark 
tufnell, said: “i welcome this move 
towards joint working – we can all pool 
resources and expertise to deliver a 
world class waste service which should 
provide excellent value for money and 
help us improve our recycling rates.” 

CdC’s wasTe TeaM has thanked the public for 
their fantastic co-operation during the summer 
when the vast majority of residents in the district 
changed to new waste collection days.

The changeover means that residents now have 
their refuse, recycling and food/garden waste all 
collected on the same day of the week. The revised 
arrangements also enabled the contractor, siTa 
uk, to introduce new collection zones, allowing 
them to manage workloads more effectively by 
saving valuable time and fuel while cutting down 

on needless duplication of routes. 
Councillor Mark Tufnell, the Cabinet Member 

for Communities and the environment, said: “on 
the whole, the waste collection round re-zoning 
went very well. despite a few initial problems, 
local residents have been very co-operative from 
the outset, and have told me how much they 
appreciate having the same day of the week for all 
types of collections. i also know that the Council 
is on course to achieve total annual savings of as 
much as £70,000 by working more efficiently.” 

recycling UPdAte

Refuse, Recycling and Food/Garden waste 
collections will remain unchanged over the 
Christmas period. SITA UK will be working  
as normal on the weeks beginning Monday  
27th December and Monday 3rd January 2011.
Note: You will be able to recycle your Christmas tree at Batsford 
Garden Centre, Moreton, or Dobbies Garden Centre, Cirencester.

WASTE COLLECTION DurING 
CHrISTmAS AND NEW YEAr 

Working together to 
tackle illegal dumping

uniting to combat waste
Plans for local authorities in Gloucestershire to join forces 
and drive down the cost of waste collection services have 
taken a significant step forward

A big thank you from the Waste Team 

don’t

do

training course  
is a real life saver

Buy your charity 
Christmas cards 
once and give twice! 

Somewhere to be safe
A new CDC leaflet aims to help communities develop 
a Place of Safety in case a short-term small-scale 
evacuation is needed

Trinity Road, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1PX  Tel: 01285 623000  Fax: 01285 623900  www.cotswold.gov.uk

This document can be produced 
in Braille, large print, audio tape 
and in other languages.  

If you would like a copy in one  
of these formats, please phone the 
Print and Design Department   
on 01285 623215. 

COTSWOLD
DISTRICT COUNCIL

COMMUNITY PLACE OF SAFETY

“Having designated our Community Place of Safety, and set up our emergency planning  
 process, residents now feel safer and more prepared to deal with any threat to our   
 community”

	Cllr	Chris	Roberts,	Fairford	Emergency	Action	Group

“We were very lucky in Lechlade in that we already had a village hall and local groups who 
actively support their community. So we nominated the village hall as the place of safety and 
set up simple call out systems using the existing networks in those teams.  All I have to do is 
make one phone call to the Women’s Institute and the hall is up and running within minutes. 
Another call to the Lions and a team is ready to transport people from their homes to the 
hall. “

Sue	Coakley
Lechlade	Town	Council

“ The development and use of Lechlade’s Place of Safety is a practical demonstration of 
our emergency planning activities. Our aim is to increase resilience, which can only benefit 
the local community.  This was clearly demonstrated when we helped to look after residents 
during the recent evacuation caused by a Road Traffic Accident damaging a gas mains.”

Cllr	Sandra	Carter
Lechlade,	Whelford	and	Kempsford

A joint project could 
save local tax payers 
at least £2 million For more 

Christmas events and celebrations  see page 15

Getting our house in order: CDC staff conducted a waste audit to 
improve the Council’s own recycling procedures

in eArlY June, the Council 
staged its first environment Fair at 
the Moreton Area Centre to tie in 
with World environment Day. 

Despite heatwave conditions, 
some 50 people visited the free 
event and were welcomed by a 

eco fair breaks new ground 

Economising: Katie Pittaway 
of CDC offers advice on saving 
energy and money

host of enthusiastic presenters 
from severn Wye energy Agency, 
Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust, The national Trust, 
Cotswold Conservation 
board and Vision 21 
(a charity advising on 
climate change and 
sustainability.) 

The attendees showed 
a genuine desire to save 
energy and recycle, as well 
as wishing to know more 
about local conservation 
areas, and cycling and walking 
routes. 

The CDC environment team 
is keen to build on this solid 
foundation and plans to stage 
similar events in future, perhaps 
promoting more business-oriented 
energy saving issues such as 
interest-free loans for firms 
investing in energy saving projects 
(see www.carbontrust.co.uk) and 
clean energy cashback schemes 
for firms who generate surplus 
electricity using green methods (see 
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk).

So WhAt hAppenS in the event 
of A mAjor diSASter̀ ?
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deSPite Current unCertaintieS 
surrounding the future of the planning 
system, which has prompted some Councils 
to abandon work on their development plans, 
CdC is continuing to consult the community 
on its emerging Core Strategy. 

This will provide a framework for 
development and other spatial planning issues 
in Cotswold district over the next 20 or so 
years. 

during the build-up to Christmas, CdC will 
be publishing a consultation report setting 
out options for dealing with a wide variety of 
planning matters such as affordable housing, 
the economy, and the geographical distribution 
of future development. The consultation report 
– the ‘Second issues and Options Paper’ – will 
ask questions aimed at encouraging responses 
to the suggested approaches and options, and 
will be available for public comment over a 
period of three months.

Besides outlining the future Vision for the 
district, the Core Strategy, when eventually 
adopted, will form the ‘building blocks’ for 
future planning guidance on issues such as 
the location of development sites, the design 
of building, renewable energy, and the future 

of specific areas such as our unique Cotswold 
market towns.

The Forward Planning team will be 
organising events aimed at gathering the 
community’s views, as widely as possible, 
on the future direction for the district. in 
addition to this, anyone is welcome to submit 
their comments on the consultation paper. 

People who have previously asked the 
Council to notify them will be contacted 
electronically when the consultation paper 
is available for comments. anyone else who 
wishes to be included on the Council’s database 
for future notifications can register online at 
www.cotswold.gov.uk

This is your chance to have your say on the 
future of Cotswold district – we are keen to 
meet the needs of its residents and businesses 
so please let us know what you think!

a BuiLding COnVerSiOn in Chipping 
Campden, which was judged the best of its type 
in the West of england was short listed for the 
top prize in the same category at the national 
Building excellence awards in London, which 
took place in London on 2nd november. 

The development, at Westington hill Farm, 
had already won a prestigious award at the 
Local authority Building Control excellence 
awards in Bristol, when judges were very 
impressed by the use of natural materials to 
harmonise with the Cotswold landscape, as 
well as eco-friendly features such as a ground 

source heat pump and sheep’s wool insulation. 
at the time of going to press, richard Jones, 

the Building Control Surveyor at Cotswold 
district Council overseeing the development, 
believed that there was every chance of 
winning the top prize at the Brewery 
Conference Centre in London. he explained: 
“This conversion has everything – it looks 
great, it’s kind to the environment, it’s chock 
full of energy saving devices and it also feels 
homely.”

richard concluded: “if the conversion wins 
the top prize it would be a boost for all the local 
builders, architects, contractors, developers 
and structural engineers involved in the 
project. This is the construction industry’s 
equivalent of movie stars winning an Oscar 
and all the fame and glory that it brings.” 

The CounCil ConDuCTeD a 
special ceremony on June 21st when 
Council Chairman Carolyn nicolle, 
Chief executive David neudegg, and 
representatives of 29 regiment, royal 
logistics Corps, gathered to raise a 
unique Armed Forces Day flag at the 
Council’s Trinity road headquarters. 

A large number of staff and some 
visitors witnessed the unfurling of 
the flag and cheered on our local  
service personnel. 

Councillor nicolle commented: 
“it is important that we recognise 
the efforts of our local regiment and 

the armed forces generally. They are 
helping to secure our future so that 
we can go about our everyday lives 
peacefully and safely. We sometimes 
lose sight of this bigger picture, and it’s 
fitting that we now have an official day 
of celebration to concentrate minds 
on their immense contribution to our 
wellbeing.”

This commemorative day was first 
launched in June 2009 to show support 
for the armed forces community, 
and honours the work of serving 
troops and cadets, as well as service  
families and veterans.

environment NewS

a MaJOr £135,000 project 
- co-funded by Cotswold 
district Council, glouces-
tershire County Council and 
the environment agency - is 
helping to provide long-term 
protection from flooding in 
Moreton. 

The project, which was 
completed in the summer, 
involved the erection of a 
replacement trash screen 
on the stream which runs 

through the town’s Queen 
Victoria gardens. The new 
screen will help prevent the 
blockage of culverts under 
the nearby road and railway. 

The Chairman of Moreton 
town Council, rod hooper, 
observed: “This is a huge step 
forward for everyone in the 
town. anyone who was here 
during the 2007 flooding 
will remember the problems 
and sheer anguish that many 

residents and traders encoun-
tered, and we very much hope 
that this new screen will help 
minimise the risks in the 
future.” Councillor Barry 
gibbs, the Cabinet Member 
for Communities also wel-
comed the screen: “This has 
reduced the fear of flooding 
for residents and is one of 
a number of improvements 
to alleviate similar concerns 
across the district.” 

some handy tips to turn your dreams of going green into reality.

G o real when you buy your tree this Christmas and avoid the plastic alternative 
which is not environmentally friendly. Make sure your real tree comes from a 
sustainable source or, even better, buy one with the roots still attached and use 
year after year. don’t forget to recycle your tree – details of our Christmas waste 
collection are available on page 10

R educe the electricity consumption of your Christmas decor by using led lights! 
They use 90% less energy than conventional bulbs and, although they will initially 
cost more, they will last for many more Christmases to come! 

E thical gifts such as wildlife sponsorships and safe water schemes are great 
presents for family and friends. it also pays to buy food and gifts which are 
produced locally and save on the air miles

E nsure you defrost your freezer before stocking up for Christmas to allow it to work 
at its most efficient. remember not to overstuff your freezer as it will need to 
work harder to keep your food cold! 

N ew Year’s resolution – recycle all your Christmas cards, and all the extra glass, 
cans and cardboard that accumulate over the holiday season. also, avoid buying 
disposable batteries - get rechargeable ones instead

a 700 Year old oak tree has been 
recognised as the most remarkable in 
the Cotswolds, following a district-wide 
competition to raise the profile of our 
green heritage.

The Cotswold tree Warden group 
(CtWg) - which works in partnership 
with CdC and the tree Council - invited all 
parishes to nominate their champion trees 

and asked Jon Stokes, director of rural 
Programmes at the tree Council, to select 
the winners. Jon was very impressed with 
all the nominees across a range of categories 
– including a beautiful sycamore at 
Farmington, a black mulberry in Fairford, 
a hawthorn in Bourton, and an apple tree in 
Shipton - but he was especially captivated 
by the oak tree, which is owned by Lady 
apsley and situated on private land in the  
village of hullasey. 

Commenting on the winner, Jon said: 

“This strengthens my belief that trees 
should be accorded special monument 
status in the same way that we honour 
buildings of note.” 

at a special ceremony in late May, 
greg Philips (Chairman of the CtWg) 
presented the champion tree award to 
Lady apsley. CdC Councillors Sue Jepson 
and John Birch attended the ceremony 
and commented: “it’s hard to imagine that 
this splendid tree actually stood on this 
spot during the Wars of the roses and was 
even around when Caxton invented the  
printing press.” 

a presentation was also made to geoff 
Moore, the tree warden for Coates, who 
entered the oak into the competition. he 
was very pleased with the outcome, and 
said: “The aim was to raise the profile of 
the magnificent trees in this region 
and the work of the tree 
Warden group in 
preserving this 
vital part of 
our landscape. 
i think we have 
succeeded on 
both counts.” 

would You like to know how 
much electricity your household 
uses - how much that games 
console is costing you; what the 
difference really is between a 30° 
wash and a 60° wash? Then why 
don’t you hire an energy monitor 
through your local library? 

due to the runaway success 
of a pilot project that took 
place last year, gloucestershire 
libraries with the support of 
Cotswold district Council have 
now made several energy 
monitors available for hire in 
every branch, including the 
mobile libraries. 

They are simple to install 
and, just like a book loan, you 
are entitled to keep them for 3 
weeks. Councillor sandra Carter, 
one of the most prominent 
backers of the scheme, 
commented: “These monitors 
can save you a fortune – they 
provide a quick and easy way of 
showing how much electricity 
you use and, most importantly, 
how much you are wasting.” 

More information is available 
on the libraries website www.
gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries

Be a bright  
spark and 
save money!

A tree-mendous achievement

Screening out the trash

DREamING OF A GReeN CHRISTMAS? Staying warm and well 

“The aim was to raise 
the profile of the 
magnificent trees”

This is your chance to have 
your say on the future of 
Cotswold District

Hearts of oak: Cllr Sue Jepson, Geoff Moore, Greg 
Philips, Lady Apsley, Ann Jones (CDC Heritage team) 
and Cllr John Birch rest in the shade of the tree

Winning team: Paul Potts (John Falconer Associates), Tom Smith (Gluckman Smith 
LLP), and Richard Nardini (J P Rigg Construction) receive the award from Cllr Sue 
Jepson and CDC’s Richard Jones

Remembered: Council Chairman Carolyn Nicolle, Deputy Chairman Geoffrey 
Adams & members of 29 Regiment unfurling the flag at CDC’s headquarters

Reducing flooding: Rod Hooper and Barry Gibbs 
check out the Moreton trash screen

Keeping our fingers crossed!

Cotswold District Council 
celebrates Armed Forces Day 

Have your say on  
how we develop

“This conversion has 
everything – it looks great”

the gLOuCeSterShire WarM and 
Well scheme, jointly funded by the Council 
and energy suppliers, continues to help 
residents improve the energy efficiency of 
their homes and save money on fuel bills.

The scheme now offers free loft and 
cavity wall insulation to any householders 
over the age of 60, as well as households 
with children under the age of 16, 
regardless of income and savings. a new 
pilot has also just been introduced that 
means gloucestershire Warm and Well can 
offer grant funding towards internal and 
external wall insulation and also sloping 
ceiling insulation. 

The scheme began in late 2001 to address 
cold living conditions by highlighting the 
link between energy efficiency, affordable 
warmth and improving health. Since 
then, it has made funding available 
to install some 4,500 insulation and 
heating measures in properties across the 
Cotswolds. it has also helped 
improve over 2,500 homes 
in the district. 

For more 
information, call the 
energy saving Trust 
advice centre on 
0800 512012, and ask 
about Warm and Well. 

It has helped improve 
over 2,500 homes in 
the district
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COWLEY
& SON LTD

Est 1871

CIRENCESTER
Independent Funeral Directors

Personal service, whenever you need it:  
24 hours a day, 365 days a year

01285 653298
goldEN ChaRTER fuNERal PlaNS

www.cowleyandson.com
Triangle house, 62 Victoria Road gl7 1ES

01242 233 003
www.formalselfstorage.com

From only £5 per week 
15 sq ft to 2,500 sq ft 
No hidden costs! 
CCTV 

Commercial & Archive storage available

You lock it, you 
keep the key!
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WhAt’S oN
Enchanted 
Christmas

13 november – 4 december
meadow Larks with 
the Great Western 
Embroiderers
The GWE brings together people who 
mostly work individually, and provides 
the chance to meet others with similar 
interests. They are a diverse group of 
people who share a love of stitching 
and textiles. The work displayed in this 
exhibition has been inspired by the 
group visiting and studying the North 
Meadow in Cricklade, Gloucestershire. 
Entry is free. For more information 
about GWE, contact Maggie Harris: 
maggie@margaretharris.co.uk  
T: 01793 72009, or Kath Danswan: kath.
danswan@tiscali.co.uk T: 01793 533268.
Corinium museum, Cirencester

18 november
recycling the 
monasteries 
When Henry VIII decreed that the 
monasteries should be destroyed, the 
market was flooded with stone, lead, 
tiles, wood carving and works of art – 
the accumulated debris of a thousand 
years. Much of the fabric was reused 
in other buildings, and recycled into 
many surprising forms. This talk with 
Tim Porter shows you what to look 
for. £5 (£4.50 to season ticket holders). 
2pm - 4pm Booking is essential.  
T: 01285 655611.
Corinium museum, Cirencester

23 november
The medieval Font 
– A Lunchtime  
Gallery Talk
Join Georgina Hiscock to hear 
about and see the museum’s newly 
conserved medieval font ,our Treasure 
of the Month which is believed to 
have originated from the Abbey in 
Cirencester. 12.30pm. Price included in 
admission to Museum. Free to season 
ticket holders.
Corinium museum, Cirencester

25 november 
Art of the Anglo-Saxons 
600 years ago, our ancestors included 
some of the greatest craftspeople. 
Their lives still touch ours through the 
dazzling treasures they left behind. 
Tim Porter brings an afternoon 
talk, celebrating their magnificent 
achievements. £5.50 (£4.95 for season 
ticket holders) Booking is essential.  
T: 01608 65088.
moreton Area Centre

2 december 
Who was St Nicholas? 
Yes, we all know he’s the original 
Santa Claus. But less well known is his 
medieval reputation for pilgrimage 
and miracles, his popularity in Norman 
England, and the various bizarre and 
wonderful stories about him, which 
circulated in the Middle Ages. Leave 
your red bobble hat at home and join 
Tim Porter for something strangely 
seasonal. Special event with mulled 
fruit juice and a mince pie. £6.50 (£6 
to season ticket holders). 2pm - 4pm. 
Booking is essential. T: 01285 655611.
Corinium museum, Cirencester

2 - 3 december 
Tetbury Christmas 
Lights Switch On and 
Late Night Shopping
The Christmas Light Switch On takes 
place at the Market Hall on 2nd and is 
followed by a Goodwill Evening with 
masses of street entertainment. The 
following day (and also a week later on 
10th) sees late night shopping and street 
entertainment in the town centre. 
market Hall, Tetbury

3 december 
Bourton Victorian Fair 
& Christmas Lights
An enchanted winter wonderland 
beckons from 6pm - 9pm. 
Bourton-on-the-Water 

3 december 
Fairford Festive market 

Come and see Father Christmas, 
street entertainers, a wide range 
of stalls, choirs and Santa’s Grotto.  

6.30pm - 9pm. 
Fairford market Place

4 december 
Santa’s on the run
Come and take part in a 2 mile charity fun 
run at dressed as a Santa! Proceeds go to 
the Helen and Douglas House Hospice 
for children and young adults. Entry fees 
(to include a Santa suit for keeps) are £12 
for adults and £8 for children. To register, 
visit www.helenandouglas.org.uk T: 
01865 799150.
Cotswold Country Park and Beach

4- 19 december 
Cirencester German-
style Christmas market 
Cirencester will be staging its first ever 
going to hold its first ever German- in-
spired Christmas Market as the Market 
Place is transformed by the appearance 
of over 40 beautifully decorated 
wooden chalets in a forest of real 

Christmas trees. This forms part of the 
Cirencester Christmas celebrations 
which will also include fairs or a 
bazaar at the Corn Hall every day 
of the week and an extra Farmer’s 

Market with extended hours. 
market Place, Corn Hall and other 

venues, Cirencester

5 december 
Christmas Carols
Come and join in or just listen 
to the Christmas carols. 3.30pm. 
The Chipping, Tetbury

25 november 
Bread and Circuses 
– Entertainment 
Architecture in the 
roman World With  
Dr matthew Nicholls
The size and sophistication of Roman 
entertainment venues testify to the 
importance of the genre to both 
commoners and their rulers. £5.50 
(£4.95 for season ticket holders). 
7pm - 8.30pm. 
Corinium museum, Cirencester

25 - 27 november 
Dracula the Panto!
Yes, you read it correctly - Tetbury 
Dolphin Amateur Society Annual 
Pantomime presents the fanged 
fiend in all his glory. Tickets from 
Russell Dry Cleaners, Long Street, 
Tetbury.
Dolphins Hall, New Church St, 
Tetbury

26 november  
- 19 december 
Enchanted Christmas 
at Westonbirt 
Every Fri, Sat, and Sun evening. 
The arboretum is decked out 
with thousands of festive lights 
the perfect stroll around the 
illuminated trail before meeting 
Father Christmas and eating some 
Christmas goodies. Adults £8, 
concessions £7, children £4. Box 
office: 01842 814612. 
Westonbirt Arboretum 

27 november 
Bibury Christmas Fair 
The village comes alive with a 
festive event to tempt Christmas 
shoppers and revellers. 
Bibury 

27 november 
moreton-in-marsh 
Advent Fair
A daytime treat for Christmas 
shoppers.
moreton-in-marsh

28 november 
Cirencester Advent Fair
Carols, entertainment, lights and 
shopping in the Market Place.  
2pm - 8pm
Cirencester

7 december 
Chipping Campden  
Spirit of Christmas
A festive shopping treat. 4pm - 8pm.
Chipping Campden

11 december 
Hallelujah!
Come and hear Handel’s Messiah in 
Tetbury. Tickets from the town’s Tourist 
Information Centre.
St mary’s Church, Tetbury

16 december 
The music of Christmas 
It’s time to reflect on the beauty and 
mystery of the festive season, and the 
vast body of music that’s been written. 
Tim Porter will introduce you to a few 
gems. Favourites will feature, such as 
Bach and Mendelssohn – but they are 
joined by some lesser known composers 
who are guaranteed to please. Special 
seasonal event with mulled fruit juice 
and a mince pie. 2pm -4pm. £6.50. Book-
ing is essential. T: 01285 655611.
Corinium museum, Cirencester

20 - 22 december 
Christmas Tree 
Decorations 
What made the Victorian Christmas tree 
so special was its elaborate  
decorations. Join in and make some 
decorations for your tree inspired by 
a Victorian Christmas. Family Drop In 
suitable for those over 5 years old – entry 
included in admission to Museum or £1 
for the activity only. All children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 10.30am - 12pm. 
Corinium museum, Cirencester

29 - 31 december
Winter mask making
In English folklore, Jack Frost appears as 
an elfish creature who personifies crisp, 
cold, winters. Pop along to the museum 
to learn more and create a seasonal 
winter-inspired mask to take home. Family 
Drop In suitable for those over 5 yrs – entry 
included in admission to Museum or £1 for 
the activity only. All children must be with 
an adult. 10.30am - 12pm.
Corinium museum, Cirencester

Christmas
Tree Decorations

Your Christmas 
guide to the 

Cotswold 
district

LImITED WINTEr OFFEr 

25% off  
aDmISSIoN to thE 
CoRINIum muSEum 
disCover The Treasures of The CoTswolds 
aT Your loCal award winning MuseuM

HAVE YOu VISITED THE  
COrINIum muSEum YET? 

valid for up to 4 people. valid until 31/01/11. Can 
not be used in conjunction with any other offer.

t 01452 611958   |   m 07904 688575
info@gardendelight.co.uk

Autumn is the time for a garden clean-up - and we can help you!
One-off jobs or a regular maintenance programme. No matter how big or small your need we can help 
you achieve a healthy and beautiful garden. It’s what we’re good at!

Find out more or a quote visit www.gardendelight.co.uk

lawn treatmentsjet washing
repair / replace shedturf ing
planting and pruning

✓
Autumn / Winter To-do

and we’re great at fencing!

✓
✓
✓
✓

NEVER DESPAIR
RECYCLING

Est 1984

Scrap Cars Wanted For Cash

Delivered or collected

TOP PRICES PAID - RING FOR QUOTE

Unit 8,   Broadway Trading Estate,   Broadway Lane,   South Cerney,   Cirencester
REGULAR COLLECTIONS THROUGHOUT THE COTSWOLDS

01285 861 064
ENVIRONMENT REGULATED
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Putting something  
back into the  
community 
Over the last four years, the Council has made 
some significant improvements to recreation and 
community facilities across the Cotswolds. here is 
a small sample of some of the projects which have 
benefited from grants and help provided by the Council

Tackling fuel poverty - a local resident gets 
advice about the Warm and Well Scheme which 
offers advice and help to offset fuel costs 

Villagers from Little Rissington celebrate the 
installation of new gates at the local church 

Children enjoy the play facilities 
installed at Poulton 

Tai Chi Classes prove a hit with the elderly Disabled children enjoy top class sports and play 
facilities 

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Postural 
stability classes have proved to be very 
popular

Youngsters in Tetbury enjoy the new 
Multi Use Games Area, which opened in 
March 2008

Residents in Down Ampney can take 
pride in a new annex at the Village Hall 
which boasts a shop, post office and 
café

A volunteer from the People for You Scheme visiting service for the elderly provides easy 
access to information about housing benefits, care and social issues

Photo courtesy of Wilts and Gloucs 
Standard, a Newsquest publication.

Treat yourself this Christmas and 
get the VAT back on a wide 

range of technology from Sony.

Cashback only on selected Sony products purchased before 24/12/10 whilst stocks last. Full price is payable in-store & Sony will refund 14.89% of the retail price you have paid which is equivalent to the VAT by Cashback. Price paid in the UK inc. VAT at the std. 17.5% rate; this is added to the ‘net’ or ‘ex-VAT’ price of your Sony product to give the retail price you paid. Of the overall retail price, VAT constitutes 14.89% not 17.5%. Cashback must be claimed before 31/01/11.

In Store or Online. Collection or Delivery.

Owned and operated by HAV Ltd. 

21 West Market Place  
Cirencester | 01285 641 456

www.sony.co.uk/cirencester


