PASTORAL LETTER - February 2025

Time and Tide

We were on holiday in Cornwall when the then Prince Charles
married Lady Diana. Where we were staying didn’t have a
television so went to my mother’s sister’'s husband’s parents
(my uncles’ parents) in Redruth. | remember large homemade
Cornish pasties, a tour of the aviaries with various budgies and
finches and, of course, the train of the dress. 1981 was 44 years
ago. That was closer to the second World War than we to the
beginning of the 1980s. That'’s ridiculous the 1980s were my
childhood, when | became a teenager. To my peers and | the
war was long before — history. To my children the 1980’s are
similarly ancient.

(We are further from the Beatles first single than that single was
from the Victoria era.)

At the beginning of February, the church celebrates Candlemas;
40 days after Christmas when Jesus is presented at the
Temple. There he encounters two prophets both advanced in
years: Simeon and Anna. At this time when we can remember
the important links between different generations. How we
change from being those cared for and nurtured to those who
do the caring and nurture of younger people and generations.

Time and tide; they wait for no-one. When do we become
grown-ups? What is our legacy and the legacy of the generation
to which we belong?

Apparently in work contexts senior personnel tend to think what
junior members of staff need are stories of how they succeeded,
whereas what the junior staff really want is to be encouraged,
given responsibility and asked for their opinions. A reminder to
ask more and talk less.

It is good and healthy to have relationships with people of
different ages. Everyone, whether older or younger has
something to teach us, everyone whatever their age has
interesting perspectives. My prayer for myself and for the church
Is that like Simeon and Anna we would be attentive to the Holy
Spirit and able to recognise the gift we have for others.

This month may you, cultivate a friendship with someone from a
different generation.

May you encourage them and listen to them

May you allow them to bless you

Every blessing, Revd Craig Bishop Tel: 01386 841927
Churchwarden Robert M°Neil-Wilson

The Granary, Main Street, Willersey Tel: 01386 852785
mobile 07979590826 Email: rmw@unisonprojects.co.uk

Churchwarden lan Duffin
Hawthorn House, Nash Road, Willersey Tel: 01386 335014

Cotswold Vale Embroidery Ghroup

Looking back to our December meeting, the group enjoyed a
demonstration by Rose making Scandinavian Stars and an interesting
Display table for members’ work.

Members shared a buffet lunch in the foyer of the Village Hall and
then, wishing everyone a Happy Christmas went our separate ways.
It was decided not to meet on January 2" but a coffee break at
Wayside Farm shop on 9" January was agreed.

Our February meeting is on Thursday 6" February at Honeybourne
Village Hall from 9:30 to 12:30pm.

Project Embroidered Lady led by Annette Emms.

Usual sewing kit required plus embroidery threads.

For any enquiries regarding the group, please ring Gillian 01386
852958 gillianflorizel@hotmail.co.uk
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Recent Village Sightings

For many birds our gardens have become a sanctuary,
particularly at this timer of year. Regular feeding often
being the difference between actually making it
through the night or not.

Reports from a number of people across the village of
elegant long tailed tits - often as part of a mixed flock
of blue tits and great tits - and are a prime example of
vulnerable species. Cold nights seeing them huddling
together taking it in turns to be on the edge. These
delicate pink, white and black 'ball-and-stick' shaped
birds have rather charmingly the country name of
bumbarrels on account of the shape of the nest they
construct in the spring.

A disease affecting greenfinches has greatly reduce
their numbers in recent years, so it is encouraging to
have received news of sightings that might just be the
beginnings of a recovery. Reports also of several
winter visiting redpolls, as well as pied wagtails and
wrens with their sticky-up tails. More reports of
greater spotted woodpeckers and as hoped for feisty
blackcaps are being seen on garden feeders - fat balls
in particular - having hopped across the channel from
central Europe to winter here. 3

News of tawny owl hootings in the heart of the village
and barn owls on the hunt too. Sparrowhawks, as we
know, are regularly drawn to our gardens, with
reports of low flying hunting through gardens as well
as several being spotted perched opportunistically.
Buzzards and red kites much reported. Particular
thanks for news of kestrels that have been seen and
please keep sharing news of sightings.

Although everyone can identify a range of birds -
robin, pigeon, blackbird, blue tit... etc, and probably
far more than we might first think. It might be
interesting to see just how many we can be confident

of naming. Why not have a go? New technology can
be helpful here. Particular thanks to Sandra who
messaged to name one particular smart ‘phone app
called Merlin that records and identifies bird calls. If
you don't already use this free to download app it is
one of a number that might just come in handy.

Thanks for news and sightings in recent weeks from
Sandra, Lena, Pete, Mary, Mike & Shirley, Robert &
Helen, Beccie, Chris & Lynne,

Sue & Louise, Nick, Sarah, Derek, Roberta and Nigel.

If you would like to report local sightings to Nature Box please email Bob
Topp at bob.topp@btinternet.com

Did you know?

The name ‘February’ traces its roots to the Latin word
‘Februarius,’ derived from the term ‘februum,” meaning ‘to
purify.” This name alludes to the ancient Roman festival of
Februalia, a month-long celebration of purification and

atonement held in the middle of winter



Places around the World Quiz

1) What is the largest city in the world in terms of population?
2) The Bahamas has which city as its’ capital?

3) What is the address of The White House?

4) Which major South Asian city sits on the confluence of the
Klang and Gombak rivers?

5) Where is The Bridge of Sighs?

6) Jomo Kenyatta International Airport services which city?

7) Which Australian State has the highest population?

8) The Costa Brava lies within which region of Spain?

9) Sipan, an island in the Adriatic Sea, belongs to which
country?

10) The Olo’upena Falls are in which country of the Americas?
11) Bilbao is a major city in which region of Spain?

12) The Great Barrier Reef is located in which Sea?

13) What is the state capital of Florida?

14) Which South American capital means “The Peace” when
translated from the original Spanish?

15) What is the regional capital oy Tuscany in Italy?

16) Denia, Calpe and Javea are towns on which coastal area of
Spain?

17) What river rises in the Tibetan plateau and travels through
China, Burma, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam?

18) On what natural bay is the Australian city of Melbourne
located?

19) Zealand is the largest island of which country?

20) Which river flows through Prague, capital of the Czech
Republic?

The answers are on page 17 Mike R

Paths Around Willersey Scheme

Have you heard about the P.A.W.S group yet?

Willersey is a beautiful place to live, and is a lovely
village to walk around, for residents or visitors. Sadly,
this isn’t the case if you are a wheelchair user, pushing a heavy
pushchair, or have mobility issues! The main footpath route around the
village leaves a great deal to be desired. In many places the greens have
overgrown paths to such an extent that most of the path cannot be fully
seen, let alone used.

The area of path close to the Methodist church is unusable to many,
owing to the terrain of the ground. The steep incline and sudden drop,
causes such difficulties for some, that they face using the busy main
road, close to the blind bend, to negotiate the route.

In some areas there is no footpath at all, merely grass. This is fine when
dry; however when wet it proves almost impossible for some people to
use.

There is a responsibility to provide equal opportunity and in this regard
the village seems to be failing. Some of the route falls under the
responsibility of the Parish Council and some under Gloucestershire
County Highways. Funding for the rectification of such defects is a
considerable problem.

The Parish council has established a working party known as P.A.W.S.
(Paths Around Willersey Scheme). It is made up of four villagers, who
approached the council with concerns about the paths, and four
members of the Parish Council. The establishment objective is: To
improve Willersey’s main footpaths around the village in regard to
accessibility for users.

The group will work under the auspices of the Parish Council. It will
examine aspects for footpath improvement and the means by which they
might be achieved. These will be reported back to the Parish council for
consideration of implementation. Please look out for future publications
bearing the above logo. Public help and co-operation will be needed to
achieve improvements. There will be opportunity for you to get
involved, should you wish. Not only will you be helping others, you will
be giving something back to this beautiful village of ours.

Donald: Chairperson PAWS Group.

Contact email:willerseypaws@gmail.com 6
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Guided Walks with the
Cotswold Voluntary Wardens

Details of the walks available are described on the
website (below). Please check walk details
carefully on the website, including whether
booking is necessary. Additional walks may be
published on the website.

https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk

Ford to Cutsdean and a visit to Jackdaw’s Castle — Tuesday 4"
February — Moderate 3hr 5.5ml

A circular walk from Ford to Cutsdean. We then carry on to join the
Diamond Way and back through Jackdaw’s Castle, one of the finest
training facilities in British jump racing. Please bring drink/snack.

Start: 10.00am Layby opposite The Plough Inn, Ford, GL54 5RU
OS Map ref: SP 089 294. W3W: votes.something.splint

Wild Wintry Wolds — Tuesday 11™" February — Moderate 3hr 5ml
A return to explore the fields and woods above Stanton, searching for
wintering birds. The route will depend on what we find but is
approximately 4 - 6 miles in length. There are some steep slopes and
paths will be muddy so wear appropriate footwear!

Please bring a snack and a drink. Binoculars are essential

Start: 10.00am Stanton village car park, WR12 7NE
OS Map ref: SP 067 344. W3W: eternally.master.corporate

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep and
muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary but terrain is mainly flat
(level); MODERATE - includes some hills and rough ground.
STRENUOUS — may be rough underfoot and ascents and descents
may be steep. We welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others
not allowed.

Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund our
conservation and improvement work. 7

Tte Welcome (Cafe

Q_ Every Thursday, 2pm to 4:30p in

M Saint Peter’s Church.

Offering freshly brewed coffee
and pots of tea, with homemade cakes and savouries.

We hope to see you soon. The Welcome Café team.

Peter Burch

Penny, Tim and Nick Burch would like to thank all their
friends in Willersey for their love and support after the
death of our beloved Peter. As many will know he
suffered from vascular dementia but due, to everyone's
help and support, was able to remain in the community
and at home. Thank you all for making his last years so
full of joy. Thanks also to Campden Nurses and Barn
Close Surgery for all their care. Penny Burch

GCSE SCIENCE TUTOR

In Willersey
Knowledge, Exam Technique,
Efficient Revision System. Also Maths.

07432 288863




Fibre optic system poles: status report,
January 2025

As many readers probably know by now,
the Judicial Review brought by our friends
in Broadway, into Wychavon District
Council's procedures in approving the
installation of poles for an overhead fibre
optic system, was unsuccessful. The
judgement contained some surprising
omissions which have led to the belief that
| the JR did not consider all the salient
facts. Our Broadway friends have applied
to the Court of Appeal for a new hearing
and are presently awaiting the response. We are keeping in
close touch with a view to taking similar action against Cotswold
District Council if events indicate that this will be beneficial.

In the meantime, we are looking into the removal of redundant
poles, over a year having passed since they were installed in
Willow Road and Field Lane with none having been put to use.

Although the initial Judicial Review judgement was a setback,
we haven'’t given up the fight and continue to explore avenues
for the eradication of this unwanted and unnecessary blight on
our village.

Meanwhile, we must maintain our vigilance lest Full Fibre Ltd
make a return to try to install the remaining 9 poles from the 15
originally planned by them.

David D, Mark B

HELP !l

We have a Kenwood Cheff Mixer .The on/off switches are faulty can
any one advise as to where we can take it to be repaired? It is used
every week to make bread ,| know MAN can live without bread but

Richard will find it difficult. R&P Ingles 01386853306
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WILLERSEY FOOTLIGHTS

Christmas Eve Carols under the
Jubille Tree

The weather was kind, mild and dry, and we
had a very large turn out, and yes, probably a
record collection of £535.14 {Inc. €2 and a
George V penny}
A big thank you to the Parish Council for covering the band and
mulled wine costs. Also a big thank you to the
0o mince pie makers (they were delicious) and of
M course the helpers on the night..
action for
children

Finally thank you all for attending, singing heartily,
and your generosity that means we will be
donating £550 to ‘Action for Children’

See you next year!!

New Year’s Eve
Fundraiser

We are pleased to announce that the -
final amount raised on New Year’'s Eve at the Village Hall for St
Peter’s Hospice Bristol, who provided end of life care for our
daughter, is £660 . Thank you all very much for your generosity
it is very much appreciated and will help many terminally ill
patients.

Sally and Malcolm Maclean
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All Age Worship

We started the build-up for Christmas with a potpourri service
of carols and readings to make a good start to the festive
season.
Our January service was themed on God’s goodness. There are
so many things to be thankful for even in the troubled world
we all live in at the moment. Carolynne took the service and as
we are still in the season of the Epiphany, we included the
hymn ”As with gladness men of old” - a lovely tune.
Robert read from 1 John chapter 4 verses 7 to 12. This is a
reading of God’s love. Carolynne’s talk followed on with the
theme saying, God’s love means he wants the very best from
all of us. This is difficult to comprehend but it is there. Love in
action is the most faithful way that we have to counter the hate
that we see around in the world today. Just think about it. Then
followed thoughts on what we are grateful for among those
who are living in our village and family and friends.
As you know we do not have an organist so a great many of
the hymns are put on to a programme in the organ so we can
play those hymns. Just occasionally the hymn chosen isn’t
there so we singing unaccompanied. This happened on Sunday
with the last hymn. It was a well-known hymn and was sung
with good voice. Well done to the congregation.
The Christingle service before Christmas raised £106 for the
Children's Society. Thank you to all who attended.

Gillian

THE MARCH VILLAGE NEWS - Copy for the March News must
be received by Monday 17" February 2025 unless otherwise
notified. Please send in any items of interest, thanks or notice of
forthcoming events. Newsletter completion will start early the
next day.

Email them to willerseynews@gmail.com or phone Alan 858601
or Bill 858628, Thank you.

www.willersey.org/churchandvillagenews.htm 11

X

Saint Peter’s Church Services, February 2025
Evensong, Tuesday, 4 February at 3:30pm

Sunday 10:00 am

2 February Morning Prayer
Sunday )

9 February 09:00 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

11.00 am

Sunday All Age Worship

16 February

Sunday 10:00 am
23 February Morning Prayer

Mid-week Holy Communion (BCP): at Saint Peter’s, every
Wednesday at 11:00 am.

Your Church is open for you every day.

Welcome Café, in Saint Peter’s, every Thursday afternoon
2-4:30pm
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Refreshments for February

February 2 Sally and Malcolm
February 9" Karen and Mike
February 16" Rachael and Poppy
February 23" Adine and Liz

Brass Cleaning for February — Jennie Bond and Caroline Hardman

Church Cleaning for February

Week ending

February 8" and 15"  Ann Embury and Gillian Beale
February 22" and 28" Sandra and Ken Spensley

Thank you to everyone helping in anyway in the Church.
It is very much appreciated.
Enquiries to Gillian 01386 852958.

Nativity Trail 2024
This year the challenge was to create a

stable scene of Mary, Joseph and Jesus.
Following the map, characters were
collected at various venues around the
/ village.
Thank you to the householders who agreed
to participate and to Rachael Barker for
planning and preparing the trail. Thank
you to Willersey Primary School for the
photocopying.

All returned stable scenes have received a small gift. It is hoped

everyone enjoyed participating.

Any feedback is always helpful. Gillian
13

WILLERSEY METHODIST GROUP - January

Cold, sunny and beautiful today. The hoar frost is lovely and
makes up for the temperature! Hope everyone had a good
Christmas. What is good is family and friends endeavouring
to get together or in touch. We’ve had letters and cards from
people who we rarely see (distance etc) and that’s the sort of
thing | think helps the world go round. It certainly gives me a
lot of pleasure!
Richard went to the Carol Singing on Christmas Eve by the
Jubilee Tree and he said there were more people there than
ever. It's a big change from when it was a group of us going
round visiting various parts of the village — including the
Manor, Willersey House, Fox Hill and ending up at Dormy
House Hotel where the staff gave us mince pies and hot
drinks. Aaaah the past!
But the future is here and there’s a lot of good going on. We
all must make a New Year’s Resolution that we will NOT
listen or take any notice of the news and the general down
side of publicity. Communication is so much better than it
used to be. I'm beginning to forget people’s addresses
because we communicate by phone and emails. And you just
get straight through!
Our American friends were just going into Thanksgiving
when they emailed last. | think we ought to have a
Thanksgiving weekend as well as Christmas? Don’t you? All
those in favour shout Aye!
Our grandchildren are all beginning to be very grown up —
only one left in education and he hopes to go to Wales in the
autumn to university. The others are doing lots of interesting
things; we’ve a tractor mechanic, an engineer, (in fact two of
those) but it's a very interesting world where they work.
Entirely different to what our age group thought.
Try to keep cheerful and think of the good things happening
and don’t take the news seriously! You might sleep better at
night then!
Penny
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3@ Welcome Café Celebration

On Thursday the 27" of February St Peter’s will be
celebrating its Welcome Café’s first year of operations.
Sally Maclean developed and proposed the launch of the café to
provide a welcoming social hub for the parish. On its first day of
business, assisted by her husband Malcolm, it welcomed 53
customers. Ever since the numbers have held up brilliantly, hardly
ever less than 40 and frequently over 50 persons, as its reputation
has spread, including beyond the village. Acorn Creative did a
wonderful job with large banners and flyers to advertise the launch
of the café.
Malcolm and Sally bring serious professional expertise and
experience to the venture. They had careers in hospitality and
having operated their own highly successful café in the seaside
town of Minehead, they ensure high standards of service and
refreshments and optimise the experience by attention to detail
including the procurement of a barista style coffee machine to
provide real coffee. A loyal band of helpers produce delicious cakes
and savouries and help out on a regular basis as waiters and
waitresses. New friendships are developing and there is plenty of
opportunity to interact with visitors and residents of Willersey.
The café is attracting increasing numbers of young families with
Carolynne Adam usually on hand to encourage children who wish
to take part in craft activities. An extra buzz in the Church comes
around 3:15pm when the school schoolchildren rush in for cake
and the added attraction of craft activities with Carolynne.
If you have yet to experience the friendly atmosphere and culinary
delights of the Welcome Café, try to get along this month on any
Thursday between 2:00 and 4:30pm. In particular let’s make the
last Thursday of this month a great celebration of the completion
of a successful first year and the prospect of continued success.

Happy First Birthday from the Welcome Café Team.
15

Nature Box - Birdwatching? It's for the Birds

,s.zkklutt

Perching Birds do have a 'super power": they really are
skilled at watching and listening to other birds. Something
that is an essential life skill for news on food sources,
potential mates or threats. Often a matter of life or death in
winter months when weather is harsh and food is in short
supply or when bird predators appear on the scene needing
to feed themselves, not to mention a potential CATastophe.
Birds are especially quick to spot other birds that have
found a feeder with a good supply of nutritious goodies:
quality fat balls, sunflower hearts or niger seeds perhaps,
although often having to wait their turn - pecking order -
before they too zero in. They are also adept
'humanwatchers', checking out when we have braved the
elements to step outside to top up those feeders. Birds
communicate in this watching and listening process by
making contact calls to others - 'I'm over here, where are
you' or, this is my territory - keep out. Robins, both male
and female, will do this right throughout the year and
something we can hear as we walk round the village with a
different robin territory every 50 metres sometimes.
Distinctive calls are frequently used to warn others of
imminent danger: "You've been spotted, so don't try
hunting here!" Blackbirds are especially prone to do this as
they fly away, and wrens too with their prolonged and
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sharp ticking call. The speedy low level attack of a
sparrowhawk leaves very little time for potential prey to
react, so we often see birds scatter unnecessarily if one bird
takes flight. Better to be safe than sorry? Listening and
careful observation play an important role in identifying a
good potential mate - the quality of sound and variety
seemingly key. A potential mate's feather quality and
colouration will be looked for by females in particular as
well as their flying ability - a bit like once 'cutting some
shapes on the dance floor'. No one is an absolute beginner
when it comes to recognising wildlife. We all have some
knowledge that we can add to. And with just a little more
observation or listening to bird call we too can begin to
develop that super power. Bob Topp

Places around the World Quiz Answers

1) Beijing 2) Nassau

3) 1600 Pennsylvania Ave 4) Kuala Lumpur

5) Venice 6) Nairobi

7) New South Wales 8) Catalonia

9) Croatia 10) United States (Hawaii)

12) The Coral Sea.
14) La Paz

16) Costa Blanca
18) Port Phillip Bay
20) River Vltava

11) Basque Country
13) Tallahassee

15) Florence

17) Mekong

19) Denmark

Quiz on page 5
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BROADWAY PROBUS CLUB

Below please find our 2025 speaker Programme for the first few
months.

As you can see the speakers cover a wide and varied range of
subjects.

As a reminder we meet every other Thursday in Willersey
Village Hall starting on January 9th 2025.

The meeting starts at 10am and finishes at 12noon.

For details contact Roger Webb on 01386 335343
or Dave Smith on 01386 858586.

The Broadway Probus Club speaker programme
February 6" to May 1st 2025

06/02/25.  Manapouri power project.  Gerry O’'Brian
20/02/25.  Butterfly Garden. Chris Evans
06/03/25.  JFK, myths or reality. Philip Bowen
20/03/25.  Fire Service. Peter Reading

03/04/25.  Trump. David Head

Howard Robinson

17/04/25.  Mappa Mund..

01/05/25 The Two Ronnies. Phil Collins

w Valentines Day - Stuck for words? Try this.

“If I had a flower for every time | thought of
you, | could walk through my garden forever."
Alfred Tennyson 18



Christmas Tree Festival

The flower and tree festival on Saturday 21% December was
a very festive occasion.

The silver and white flower arrangements contrasted
beautifully with the mixed

colours of the decorations on the different Christmas trees.
A craft stall selling handmade Christmas gifts raised £150.
Thank you to all thee crafters who contributed and to
Sandra Spensley for overseeing the stall assisted by
Christine Sutcliffe.

Soup proved to be a popular addition to refreshments. Thank
you to the soup makers and to Alison who served mugs of
hot soup throughout the afternoon. Thank you also to all the
cake makers, waiters and waitresses with apologies to
anyone who has been missed. Carolynne as usual brought
her craft equipment along and children were kept busy
making decorations.

All this would not have been possible if we had not had the
interest and contributions of the decorated trees by the

village organisation.
Thank You Everyone.

19

Update on Willersey Table Tennis Club in the Stratford
League

We’ve now completed the Autumn Season in the Stratford Table
Tennis League. The two Willersey Teams have enjoyed some great
competitive action. The “B” Team had a very successful time and won
Division 3 — well done to lan Cooper, Brendan Morris & Dave Waters.
They now get promoted up into Division 2 and will join the Willersey
“A” Team who just managed to avoid relegation in the last match of
the season by achieving a healthy and much needed win over
Ashorne.

Looking ahead to the Spring Season this means we will have
Willersey “A” versus Willersey “B” twice - a packed Village Hall will no
doubt be cheering both sides on !!!

Division2 - Autumn Season.

Team P w D L Pts
1 Paddles 10 9 0 1 136
2 Jets 10 7 0 3 119
3 Team MND 10 5 0 5 117
4 Willersey A 10 5 0 5 87

5 FISSC 10 4 0 6 80

6 Ashome 10 0 0 10 42

Division 3 — Autumn Season.

1 WillerseyB 10 9 0 1 127
2 Ilmington 10 8 1 1 119
3  Edge Shots 10 4 1 5 104
4  Littleton P’thers 10 5 0 5 93

5  Junior Boys 10 3 0 7 65

6  Junior Girls 10 O 0 10 22

Our friendly and inclusive Club nights are every Wednesday
evening from 7.00pm to 9.00pm in the Village Hall — all abilities
welcome. For more information, please contact Mark Bridgeman
on 07976-111906 or email bridgeman757@btinternet.com.
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[h eWI WI REPORT FOR JANUARY 2025

INSPIRING WOMEN

Our first meeting of the new year was very well attended with six
members celebrating their birthdays this month and our new
programme and membership cards handed out to everyone.

lan Boskett, our speaker for the evening, arrived with several large
intriguing visual aids which included a set of what seemed to be traffic
lights. What could he be using these for we wondered. We didn’t have
long to wait to find out. How many of you remember 1963 he asked.
Seemingly almost everyone in the room. His talk was entitled 'The
Great Train Robbery’ which took place in August of that year. The rob-
bery was the theft of £2.6 million (equivalent to about £50 million
today) by ruthless criminals from a fast- moving diesel train on the line
from Glasgow to London.

With reference to many facts of the case and a series of images in his
presen-tation he showed us exactly what took place, how the robbery
was planned and how they stopped the train by cleverly altering the
signal lights on the line to bring the fast moving 144 ton diesel
locomotive to a halt with its twelve coaches. The cunning, merciless
group of robbers used force and violence against the innocent train
driver and others to achieve their objective. The criminal gang
members had been assembled carefully and each took about
£150,000 (equivalent to £3 million today) from the proceeds of the
robbery. Not much of the total haul was ever recovered.

They stopped the train in the middle of the night in the middle of
nowhere, uncoupled most of the carriages and took the two most
valuable ones further down the line. Taking the money out in mail
sacks they moved it in stolen vehicles to their hideout at Leatherslade
Farm. They were, however, caught by police using evidence from
fingerprints and footprints. Each of the criminals was given a lengthy
sentence by the judge in an effort to stop further kinds of this type of
crime. It is a tale of violence, lies and corruption from a time when
there were a number of hardened criminal gangs operating in London
and Brighton.

lan peppered his talk with many extra humorous anecdotes, including

21

how he ‘treated’ his wife by taking her along to take some of the
location photos that he showed us, as well as mentioning a couple of
local connections. All in all a very enjoyable talk, albeit about a set of
ruthless villains who left several victims badly affected. Thank you lan
for a very interesting evening. Please send our regards to your long-
suffering wife!

On Saturday 18th we held our “Young at Heart’ lunch for seniors in the
village hall. Rather than a Christmas meal, we had decided to do
something a little different. With Ruby Lamont entertaining guests to a
selection of songs and hits mostly from the 1950’s, our lunch goers
had a heart-warming tasty two course complimentary meal of
sausages, mash and vegetables with home made puddings to follow.
Just the thing for a cold January day.

Anne Nixon

el

INSPIRING WOMEN

COMING UP IN FEBRUARY 2025

Our next meeting is on Monday 10th February 2025
at Willersey Village Hall. 7.15pm

Speaker: Richard Bradley talking on “The Life of a
Wedding Celebrant”
Guests welcome, £4 on the door

Food donations
for ‘Caring Hands’ at the meeting or contact
Sandra Spensley, 6 Willow Road, Willersey.

Contact WI President Mal Jelfs on 858351 to hire
crockery
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Dog Poo Again, again, again, again, again........

I live on Church Street and this morning | had a large dog poo left on
my doorstep, unfortunately it had been trodden in by the bin man and
walked all the way up the street. | am not the only resident on Church
street to have experienced this lately and | have also witnessed
children from the school having to have shoes cleaned because they
have accidentally trodden in mess on their way to school which isn’t
very pleasant. Please can all dog owners clear up after their dogs and
be vigilant to what their dogs are doing when they are off the lead.
There are some residents with CCTV and | have a good idea of when
this is happening so can find out but I'm hoping this plea will do the
trick.

This is an oft repeated message — does someone have to be
prosecuted, as in Campden, before the message gets home- Ed

Cobalt big thank you %

| just wanted to thank everyone for supporting Cobalt once
again. Although a charity we mostly support though the Wi,
cards do go on sale at coffee mornings and this year at the
Christmas Craft Farmers Market with great success.

This year we raised over £500, these funds help Cobalt to
continue providing pioneering medical imaging research into
cancer and dementia. This year the Christmas card sales went
towards two extra breast cancer nurses being recruited, which is
wonderful.

Over the years the WI have raised thousands of pounds for this
charity- Judy Munt would be so proud of us continuing her
legacy.

Thank you all for your continued support.

Jackie Jordan.
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PUBLIC NOTICES February 2025

MONDAY KERBSIDE WASTE BIN COLLECTIONS.

The dates for the bins are 3" and 17" February 2025 Please put

all bins and bags out by 7.00am. Waste Hotline 01285 623123.
https://community.cotswold.gov.uk/s/waste-collection-enquiry

Here is the waste collection calendar. http://willersey.org/dispmon2.pdf
Please note that the situation on these can change at any time if say the
weather is bad. Just leave your bins out for a late collection. (Food waste
is every week.)

PARISH COUNCIL The office is on the corner of the Village Hall. Open every

Monday from 10.00am to noon. Outside these hours, please contact the clerk on

01386 853635 or email clerk@willerseyparishcouncil.org.uk

WILLERSEY VILLAGE HALL To hire the hall please telephone

Annie & Bill Payne 01386 858368, or email willerseyhall@btinternet.com or

see https:/iwww.willerseyhall.co.uk/

METHODIST COMMUNITY ROOM HIRE Tel: Penny Ingles 01386 853306.

The_ MOBILE POST OFFICE Visits Willersey on Friday at The Bell Inn 12:45

to 14:45. There is a Post Office and cash machine outside Broadway Co-Op.

BROADWAY SURGERY is in Station Road WR12 7DE

Telephones 01386 853651 and 01386 858136.

NEAREST LIBRARY Leamington Road, Broadway

Open Mon. Wed. & Fri. 9:30am — 4:30pm. Saturday 9:30 — 1pm 01905 822722

COTSWOLD FRIENDS  Anybody who wishes to have transport for hospital

and medical appointments ring the Cotswold Friends Help Centre: transport section

01608 651115. This telephone is manned from 09:30-15:30 Monday to Friday.

SERVICES TELEPHONE NUMBERS

National Rail Enquiries 08457 48 49 50 or 03457 48 49 50

National Bus Traveline 0871 2002233

Hedgehog 01386 841849

N. N. Cresswell to Evesham 01386 48655 for route R4

Diamond Bus to Stratford-upon-Avon 01527 813120 for route 1

Pulhams Coaches to Cheltenham 01451 820369 for route 606

Bus timetables for Gloucestershire are at www.easytraveling.org.uk/gcc/ and

on the Willersey website at www.willersey.org/transport.htm#bus

Contact numbers for Breakdown of Services & Police

Electric Power Faults - 0800 328 1111 or 105. Gas Emergency — 0800 111 999

Floodline — 0845 988 1188. Severn Trent. Sewage — 08007 834444

Thames Water — 0800 980 8800 British Telecom - 0330 1234 150
Police — Telephone 101 (999) www.gloucestershire.police.uk
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