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PASTORAL LETTER – March 2025 
Welcome and Hospitality 

 
As a student, travelling by train around Europe, I was taking forty winks in a 

Viennese park. Someone kicked my feet to wake me and told me to get up as 

I was making the park look untidy. This brief interaction has tainted my view 

of Vienna ever since. 

 

It’s amazing how we can remember unpleasantness, misfortune and mishaps 

for years and that these slights can influence not just our memories but our 

opinions too. I seem to remember when things went wrong more clearly that 

than the times when things went well. 

 

I can think of a meal where one of the family’s main courses was missed. 

Not only was I cross with the server, but I was also cross with the restaurant 

and indeed, quite unreasonably with the town in which it was situated and 

even more ridiculously with the whole nation, the other side of the world, 

from whence the cuisine came. 

 

As a vicar it saddens me when I hear stories of the church’s poor welcome 

and hospitality even when the church involved is nothing to do with me. 

When it’s one of the church’s I serve I am embarrassed and frustrated. We 

can all be polite, accommodating and friendly. Sometimes it’s the buildings 

themselves that cause challenges: be that steps that impede access, the lack of 

a toilet, a hearing or heating system that doesn’t work or is inadequate – the 

list could go on ... 

 

I can think, almost 20 years later, of an attraction which made little provision 

for small children and pushchairs. Our enjoyment was compromised. I can 

still get myself worked up. We’ve never been back.  

 

As well as failures there are times and places were the welcome and 

hospitality has not just been good it’s been outstanding and we also 

remember those places and people who seemed to bend over backwards to 

accommodate us: a nurse who was attentive to us or a loved one, a hotelier 

who has anticipated our every need, a shop worker who has taken time to 

help us find a particular item. 

 

Jesus models for us both welcome and hospitality. No one is excluded from 

his love. In the parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son in 

Luke 15, Jesus teaches us about God’s joy when people turn to him. As a 

church, as part of our worship and discipleship, we should offer this 1 

radical, extravagant, exuberant welcome to others. In the Lent course 

(Wednesday’s at 7pm in St James Church, Chipping Campden) we will be 

thinking about welcome and hospitality, about the impediments to these 

things, and how we collectively and individually can make sure we can more 

closely reflect Jesus’s love for others. 

 

Each week is a standalone session in which we think about a different aspect 

of welcome and hospitality. Together they will help us reflect broadly upon 

our experience, expectations and practice. Do come along if you are able – 

there will be a warm welcome! 

 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours; no hands but yours; no feet but 

yours. Yours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ must 

look out on the world. Yours are the feet with which He is to go about 

doing good. Yours are the hands with which He is to bless His people. 

Amen.                                         A prayer after St Teresa of Avila 

 

This month may you receive, give and share warm welcomes.                                
Every blessing,   Revd Craig Bishop    Tel: 01386 841927     

                                                     
Churchwarden     Robert McNeil-Wilson  

The Granary, Main Street, Willersey   Tel: 01386 852785             

mobile 07979590826   Email: rmw@unisonprojects.co.uk  

 

Churchwarden     Ian Duffin  

Hawthorn House, Nash Road, Willersey   Tel: 01386 335014       

       

  The Welcome Café 
 

                     Every Thursday, 2pm to 4:30p in       
                            Saint Peter’s Church.  

                            Offering freshly brewed coffee                  
and pots of tea, with homemade  cakes and savouries.   
      

We hope to see you soon.  The Welcome Café team. 

  

mailto:rmw@unisonprojects.co.uk
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Paths Around Willersey Scheme 
Firstly we would like to say a big thank 

you to everyone who responded to our 

first PAWS notice, with words of 

support and offers to volunteer.  

A couple of members of the PAWS 

group have spouses who are wheelchair 

users and indeed this was instrumental 

in the formation of the group. The following has already been achieved 

through action by members of the group: 

1. Gloucestershire County Highways have agreed to drop the 
kerbs at the entrance to Frampton Drive. This will help the 
passage of users along the footpath in Colin Lane. This is 
scheduled to take place in this financial year. 

2. Gloucestershire County Highways have also agreed to 
resurface the entire   footpath in Field Lane, which is in a 
deplorable state and indeed was the location where a retired 
gentleman fell and sustained reasonably serious facial injuries 
last year. This work 
has been scheduled 
for the next financial 

year.                   
A member of our group works for a 

company which allows employees one 

paid day per year to carry out volunteer 

work. Several volunteers from his firm 

have kindly agreed to help remove 

overgrowing turf from certain 

footpaths, which will widen them 

considerably. 

This Volunteer work day has been scheduled to take place in 

April. We hope to follow this up with other Volunteer work 

days throughout the year and we will invite Willersey 

residents to take part. Thank you for your support. 

 

Donald: Chairperson P.A.W.S Group 

Email: willerseypaws@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future  

dates are 

Sundays  

May 11th   

and  

June 8th. 
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World History Quiz 
 

1) What was the name of the Bronze Age civilisation which grew 
up on and around Crete in the Mediterranean? 
2) In what year did the Romans led by Julius Caesar, first invade 
Britain? 
3) In 1492 Columbus set sail on a voyage during which he 
discovered Cuba and Hispaniola. What was the name of his 
ship? 
4) How old was Joan of Arc when she was burnt at the stake? 
                                       a)19, b)23, c)27 
5) Who created the first web server in 1990 and laid the 
foundations for the World Wide Web? 
6) In which century was The War of the Roses? 
7) What was the name of the project, completed in 2001 which 
mapped the genetic structure of the human body? 
8) In June 1954 the world’s first nuclear power station to 
generate power to a grid was opened in which country? 
9) Which was the first Olympic Games to establish the 
“Paralympic Games”? 
10) The creation of the International Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank and the system of floating foreign exchange rates followed 
which agreement in 1944? 
11) Whose circus started its first tour of the United States in 
1835? 
12) The first Holy Roman Emperor died in 814. What was his 
name? 
13) In 1547, 9 year old Edward VI becomes king following the 
death of his father.  Who was his father? 
14) What did James W. Marshall find at Sutter’s Mill near 
Sacramento in 1848?     
    

                                           5 

15) What did Johannes Gutenberg famously invent in 1440? 
16) In which century was the Mona Lisa painted? 
                                  a) 15th, b) 16th, c) 17th 
17) Which commander defeated the British General Lord 
Cornwallis at the Battle of Princeton? 
18) Who became the first female Speaker of the House in the 
U.S.A. in 2007? 
19) In 1968 which leader came to power in Czechoslovakia and 
started the “Prague Spring” movement, crushed by the Soviets 8 
months later? 
20) Which king died childless in 1066, which led to the Norman 
Conquest? 
 
The answers are on page 18                                 Mike R 

 
 

Spring 
 

Spring heralds hope, 
A maiden fair. 

Sweet scented blossoms 
In her hair. 

Her presence felt 
With each warm breeze 

Buit how she loves 
To taunt and tease. 

Her fickle young 
And playful ways 
The avid gardener  

Never tames. 
                                                                                                                Pat Batham 
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     Guided Walks with the 

Cotswold Voluntary Wardens 
 

 

  
 
Details of the walks available are described on the website (below). Please 
check walk details carefully on the website, including whether booking 
is necessary. Additional walks may be published on the website. 
 
https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk 
 
Stow Swell Battlefield – Tuesday 4th March – Moderate 3hr 5.5ml 
From the historic end point of the Battle of Stow, down through Swell where 
we are reminded of another war, back up to the battlefield memorial. Please 
bring a drink/snack. 
 
Start: 10.00am Stow public car park next to Tesco (not their car park), GL54 
1BX 
OS Map ref: SP 191 262. W3W: meal.scanty.eggshell 
 
Upland walk around the source of the River Coln – Tuesday 4th March – 
Moderate 3hr 5.5ml 
An upland walk from Wardens’ Wood around the headwaters of the River 
Coln and includes the villages of Sevenhampton and Brockhampton. Please 
bring a snack and a drink. 
  
Start: 10.00am Wardens’ Wood car park (West Down). Turn off A40 for 
Whittington. Turn right at village then first left (signposted Whitehall). 
Continue along for 2 miles. The road ends at the car park. 
OS Map ref: SP 010 236. W3W: pizza.releasing.risky 
 
Blockley and the Beautiful Hinchwick Valley – Wednesday 5th March – 
Moderate 5.5hr 10ml 
A moderate walk with a few gentle climbs. Starting and finishing in the village 
of Blockley and taking in the beautiful and little explored Hinchwick Valley. 
The walk is mostly on good farm tracks with very little road walking. Expect 
some mud but nothing significant. Please bring a packed lunch. 
 
Start: 10.00am Blockley café & village shop, Bell Lane, Blockley, GL56 9BB. 
Please park thoughtfully on the roadside. OS Map ref: SP 163 349.  
 

                                        7 
 

Walking the Ways 1(of 5) – Tuesday 18th March – Moderate 5hr 8.5ml 
The first of five circular walks during 2025 exploring the Wardens' and 
Windrush Ways, which run between Winchcombe and Bourton on the Water, 
and the landscape and villages they pass through. Each is a complete walk, 
so no need to commit to them all. This first walk goes through Sudeley Park 
and up to Deadmanbury Gate on the Wardens' Way before we join the 
Windrush Way for a return via Waterhatch to our starting point in 
Winchcombe. The walk is mainly along tracks and minor roads but please 
wear suitable boots and clothing. There will be mid-morning and lunch stops 
so please bring something to eat and drink. Subsequent walks are planned 
for 15th April, 20th May, 17th June and 22nd July.  
Start: 10.00am Winchcombe Back Lane car park (pay & display £1 all day). 
OS Map ref: SP 023 284. W3W: statue.harps.supposes 
 
PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep and muddy 
in places. EASY – Length may vary but terrain is mainly flat (level); 
MODERATE - includes some hills and rough ground. 
STRENUOUS – may be rough underfoot and ascents and descents may be 
steep. We welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others not allowed. 
W3W is What Three Words. 
Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund our conservation 
and improvement work. 

 

       Cotswold Vale Embroidery Group 
      It was with great sadness that we learned that Jackie, a group 
member had lost her long battle against cancer. Jackie was an 
accomplished needlewoman specialising in goldwork and stumpwork. 
She led several of our meetings passing on her expertise to many of 
us. Members who had known Jackie had brought along Various 
sewing projects completed with her and memories were shared. 
      Annette, our tutor for the morning, demonstrated a delightful fabric 
picture, creating a fun lady embellished with decorative stitches. 
Annette had brought along several ideas showing how this work could 
be developed into a picture, a design on a bag, a needlecase cover or 
even a greetings card. It’s up to us to decide how to pursue this exciting 
project. 
        Next month will be a sit and sew morning on Thursday 6th March 
at the usual times 9:30am to 12:30pm Refreshments may be purchased 
from the Honeybourne coffee morning which is operating at the same 
time.    
          For more information please ring Gillian 01386 852958. You are 
very welcome to pop in and see what we do. We are a friendly, 

welcoming group and are always willing to share ideas.                           8 
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     Nature Box - Hedging Your Bets   

Hedges are sometimes described as being like a 

block of flats: offering  food, shelter and space 

at different levels for all sorts of creatures. 

'Good fences make good neighbours' according to the poet 

Robert Frost, and although close board fencing has its 

advantages, it sadly offers zero benefits for wildlife, and in most 

cases has replaced a valuable wildlife habitat. In urban areas the 

loss of hedges has contributed to a major reduction in house 

sparrows; and in the countryside many farmland birds such as 

yellow hammers and pipits.  

At the lowest level amongst the leaf litter snails, beetles, worms 

and many other invertebrates will thrive along with hedgehogs 

hunting for food and possible mates, and suitable spaces for a 

hedgehog den for them to have their young. Foxes and badgers 

obviously benefit from such habitat too. Hedges also provide a 

safe haven for young trees to prosper which is why we often see 

large oaks, beech and ash in mature hedgerows with forgetful 

jays and squirrels having buried nuts.  

Birds such as sparrows, robins, wrens and many others forage for 

food in the middle of hedges, and use them for nest sites and 

security whilst roosting at night, as well a site upon which to 

perch, to sing and broadcast their presence to maintain a territory 

and attract a mate. 
Hedges are wildlife corridors, barriers yes, but they enable wildlife 

of all descriptions to travel more safely to other suitable spaces 

helping to build new communities. Not so long ago, farmers were 

incentivised to rip up many thousands of miles of hedgerow to 

maximise growing area; and now many of those same farmers are 

being aided in reintroducing hedges to preserve soil and to help 

nature recover - endeavouring to put back what has been lost. All of 

this is really valuable but a tough ask too for farmers given all the 

other pressures they are faced with including changing regulations 

and weather patterns affecting yields and profitability.                                                               

Bob Topp                                 9 

  Application for 60 Willersey Houses  

• At the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 17th February 

we discussed a forthcoming application by the Diocese for 

60 houses v the LP 49 (Cotswold DC Local Plan, (page 

98) on land known as Terrify on the left as you leave 

Willersey towards Stratford. We trust this will allow 

sufficient financial flexibility to address the issues 

discussed. 

• We welcome the inclusion of 10-15% of dwellings as 

bungalows. 

• We welcome the assurance that there will be kerbed 

pavements and adequate visitor parking for all dwellings 

including affordable housing. 

• Sewage & water.  

We reiterated that the capacity of the pumping station 

(PS) is a concern for the village and currently results in 

overflowing manholes. We were reassured that there is 

a Plan B to treat effluent onsite if an appropriate 

solution with ST (Severn Trent) cannot be found. 

 

FYI, we have raised the issue with ST via our MP at a 

recent district meeting with ST & TW (Thames 

Water). 

https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/cheltenha

m-news/cotswold-villagers-despair-over-new-

9774338?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social

&utm_campaign=sharebar 

 However we are having great difficulty arranging a 

meeting with them and our CDC Councillor Tom 

Stowe has commenced their complaints procedure. 

ST position appears to be that our problems are due to 

rainwater, not sewage, overwhelming the pumping 

station. Whilst we accept that attenuation and design 

https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/cheltenham-news/cotswold-villagers-despair-over-new-9774338?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/cheltenham-news/cotswold-villagers-despair-over-new-9774338?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/cheltenham-news/cotswold-villagers-despair-over-new-9774338?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/cheltenham-news/cotswold-villagers-despair-over-new-9774338?utm_source=linkCopy&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sharebar
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measures will limit the impact of rain on Terrify, 

nevertheless if the ST problem persists then residents’ 

views on new housing being connected will be 

negative. 

We would be grateful for updates on meetings with ST 

once we have a planning number.  

 

Traffic Egress onto the B4632 

We were reassured that understood our concerns about 

road safety and the location of the egress; we would 

welcome any proposed improvements resulting from 

discussions with Autosleepers (AS) or a redesign. 

We drew attention to the mixed HGV and cars egress 

that CDC/Highways have allowed at Meon Vale.  

We would welcome a discussion on traffic calming 

measures at the appropriate time. 

 

• Pedestrian Access 

We were reassured that there is a proposal to include a 

2 metre wide footpath from Terrify to join that 

proposed by AS. We seek reassurance that this would 

result in a 2 metre path to the roundabout. 

 

• Benefit to the village. 

The Diocese will receive a significant financial benefit 

from this development on what was Glebe land with its 

associated purpose. 

• Willersey however is losing the allotments that were 

on Terrify and accepting more housing with an impact 

on its character and infrastructure.  

• Under these circumstances it seems reasonable to ask 

if the Diocese can offer a significant benefit, beyond 

CIL(Community Infrastructure Levy), that can be 

shown to residents to offset the loss e.g. land or 

financial. A further follow up meeting is planned. 

                                    11.                                                 

      Saint Peter’s Church Services     

                     March 2025 
 

Mid-week Holy Communion (BCP):  
Saint Peter’s, every Wednesday at 11:00 am 

Welcome Café, in Saint Peter’s,  
every Thursday afternoon at 2 to 4:30pm. 

 

ML   Modern language TL  Traditional Language 
Your Church is open for you every day. 

Refreshments for the month of March  
March 2nd    Gillian Beale 
March 9th   Rob McNeil Wilson 
March 16th    Rachael and Poppy Barker 
March 23rd    Pat and Robert Heming 
March 30th   Mothering Sunday 
Church Cleaning for March   Week ending 
March 1st and 8th      Sandy Barnes and Elizabeth Milne-James 
March 15th   SPRING CLEAN 
March 22nd 29th  Annie Payne and Sue Clark 
Once again thank you for giving up your time to keep our Church 
clean and welcoming for visitors and worshippers alike.  

Key - Gillian Beale 01386 852958                        12                     

Sunday 
2 March 

10:00 am 
 Morning Prayer   ML 

Ash Wednesday 
5 March 

11:00 am 

Lent 1  
9 March  

9:00 am 
Holy Communion TL 

Lent 1  
9 March 

6:30pm 
 Pray and Praise 

Lent 2  
16 March 

11:00 am 
All Age Service 

Lent 3 
23 March 

10:00 am 
Morning Prayer ML 

Mothering Sunday  
30 March 

10:00 am 
Mother’s Day Service 

Lent 5 Passion Sunday 
6 April 

10:00 am 
Morning Prayer ML 
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Brass Cleaning for March –  Carolynne Adam 

 

Spring Clean at St Peter’s Church 

 
Come along to St Peter’s Church on Saturday March 15th and 

help give it a really good Spring Clean. 
 

Dusters, polish, brooms and vacuum cleaners are available but 
you can bring your own equipment if you like. Start time is 

10:00am. Refreshments served throughout the morning and a 
soup lunch will be served from 12:30pm.  Join the group any 

time through the morning. We look forward to seeing you. 
 

 

 MESSAGE FROM THE METHODISTS! Spring 2025 

  
Ignore the radio, tv, all the ‘so called communications’ and think 

inside the box! There’s chaos around the world but we can ignore 

all that. Just look out of your doors, windows etc and see the 

ENGLISH COUNTRYSIDE SPRING. 

 

HAVE YOU SEEN SANDRA’S SNOWDROPS? Church Street, 

round the pond and I’ll let you find all the other places  - oh I 

must not forget to guide you to little corners of people’s gardens 

– quite visible from the pavement. Take your time and your 

walker etc and start walking a street a day? 

 

‘It’s wonderful what God can do in a garden with a little bit of 

help; but you should have seen it when he had it to himself! ‘ 

Quote from the past – Bernard Miles 

 

Looking forward to seeing you at coffee on a Friday morning in 

our Church Room.  

Penny (Ingles) 
                                                13 
 

August Bank Holiday 

Monday 26th August 2025 

“Jubilee Room” 1830 to 1930 

 
 

THE SIXTEENTH RUNNING OF THE SHOW TO BE 

CANCELLED ???? 

 
This year’s Show is intended to be the 16th running of the Willersey 

Horticultural Show which first ran back in 2007…………..however, 

we are short of some willing hands to join the organising Team and there 

is a real danger that we could be forced to cancel this year’s event. 

The Show is held on August Bank Holiday Monday. The Organising 

Team meet once a month for an hour to nudge things along. It’s nothing 

too arduous and the list of tasks to be done is well defined and 

manageable providing we have a two or three more people to share the 

activity. 

Come a meet a friendly bunch of Villagers who put on one of the 

highlights of the Village calendar. Volunteering is a very rewarding 

experience especially when you see the large numbers of entrants and 

visitors that the Show attracts. 

If you would like a no obligation chat on what’s involved please call 

Mark Bridgeman on 07976-111906 or  

email     bridgeman757@btinternet.com. 

 

mailto:bridgeman757@btinternet.com
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 WILLERSEY FARMERS' MARKETS  

  Thank you to all those who came along to our first 
Farmers Market of 2025! It was so well attended and I 
hope you all enjoyed some of the new traders as well as 
welcoming back your favourites. 

 
New look for the Market from March 2025 

     We are starting a Lifestyle Market inside the Village 
Hall…. This will include things for you, your home, pets and 
gifts. We will introduce most of the stalls to you in March 
and then have smaller markets in May up until our 
Christmas Crafts in November and December. 
       The Farmers’ market will run alongside on the Greens 
March 16th, April 20th  and every third Sunday thereafter. 
They start at 9:30 and will run through until 12:30/1pm 
depending on stock !!  We are always interested in new stalls.  

 
We are looking for helpers to help with set up, an hour during 
the market to serve teas and coffees to our traders and at the 
end to help us clear away.  
If anyone can help do email  willerseyfarmersmarket@gmail.com  

 
February All Age Service  

     Our theme this month was Responding. We all know of 
examples of this with firemen, paramedics and vets coming to 
mind.. One reading was taken from “Tales of a Yorkshire Vet” 
illustrating how vets have to respond to a call, no matter what 
the weather. Our other readings were taken from Mark’s gospel, 
telling how the disciples responded to Jesus when called. Mark 
took our service and Richard read the lessons. All the hymns took the 
theme to heart. Why not join us on March 16th for our next All Age 
Service? You can get a cup of tea or coffee with biscuits after the 
service. Thank you to Sandra and Ken for helping with this.  
It would be lovely to welcome some families to come and join us. Do 
think about it. 

15 

                                                                                                               

 Willersey’s Big Garden 

 Bird Watch 2025   

 
Firstly, a big thank you to the 50 households right 

across the village who gave up an hour of a recent 

weekend to take part in this year's Big Garden 

Bird Watch. It's a bit like taking the pulse of 

nature really, plus creating an opportunity to 

compare our village bird sightings with results 

from the previous three years. Even reporting 

sometimes disappointingly low numbers - it was 

not ideal weather - is still important, and perhaps 

the birds you might normally have seen will have 

popped up in another person's garden survey! 

Noting what's absent is of course important too. 
 

Willersey's Birds In Numbers 
• A total of 722 birds were seen. 

• The greatest species number reported were 

blackbirds with 87 (recorded in 82% of 

gardens). 

• Followed by goldfinches with 83 (in 30% of 

gardens). 

• The blue tits totalling 77 (recorded in 54% 

of gardens). 

• Woodpigeons came in 4th with 62 observed 

(recorded in 66% of Willersey gardens). 

• Other notable sightings of birds on the list 

included 43 Long-tailed tits and 45 robins 

appearing in 60% of surveys. 
 

16   
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Some of the birds not listed in the survey but 

landing in our gardens included  8 redpolls, 9 

blackcaps in 7 different gardens across the village, 

8 pied wagtails, 1 bullfinch, 1 redwing, 3 great 

spotted woodpeckers and two green woodpeckers 

along with 5 wrens - the UK's most common 

breeding bird but often not spotted as it scuttles 

mouse like through our gardens.  

 

Four raptors were recorded - a red kite, a 

buzzard, sparrowhawk and a kestrel with the first 

three currently a notable presence locally.  
 

But surveys are also about what is seemingly 

missing and chaffinch and green finch numbers 

were disappointingly low with not one sighting of 

a song thrush. 
  

In total 34 different species were recorded this 

year, three more than last year.  But this of course 

is only a 'field study' snap shot, but nevertheless a 

bit of 'citizen science' is a fun way of taking an 

interest and celebrating one aspect of our garden 

wildlife.  
  

If you would like to report local sightings to Nature 

Box please email Bob Topp at 

bob.topp@btinternet.com 
 

 
                                    17 

 

 

                 

World History Quiz Answers 
1) Minoan     11) B.T.Barnum 
2) 55BC     12) Charlemagne, Charles the Great  
3) Santa Maria    13) Henry VIII 
4) a) 19     14) Gold 
5) Tim Berners-Lee    15) The Printing Press 
6) 15th Century    16) b) 16th Century 
7) The Human Genome Project  17) George Washington 
8) USSR     18) Nancy Pelosi 
9) Rome in 1960    19) Alexander Dubcek 
10) Bretton Woods Agreement         20) Edward the Confessor 
The quiz is on page 5    

 
THE APRIL 2025 VILLAGE NEWS 

Copy for the April News must be received by Monday 17th 
March 2025 unless otherwise notified. Please send in any items 
of interest, thanks or notice of forthcoming events. Newsletter 
completion will start early the next day. Email them to 
willerseynews@gmail.com or phone Alan 858601 or Bill 858628, 
Thank you.        www.willersey.org/churchandvillagenews.htm   
 
The Village News is distributed to every house in Willersey and  
Saintbury. More copies are also left at St Peter’s Church, the Bell 
Inn, the New Inn, Willersey Garage and the Tourist Office in 

Broadway.                                                                            18 

GCSE SCIENCE TUTOR 
In Willersey 

Knowledge, Exam Technique,  
Efficient Revision System.  Also Maths. 

07432 288863 
 

http://www.willersey.org/churchandvillagenews.htm
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  What is a human being? Objectively nothing of consequence. 

Particles of dust in an infinite arena present for an instant in eternity. 

Clumps of atoms in a universe with more galaxies than people. Yet a 

human being is necessary for the question itself to exist and the 

presence of a question in the universe - any question is the most 

wonderful thing. Questions require minds and minds bring meaning. 

What is meaning? I don’t know except that the universe in every 

pointless speck inside it means something to me. I’m astonished by the 

existence of a single atom and find my civilization to be an outrageous 

imprint on reality. I don’t understand it. Nobody does but it makes me 

smile.                                  Brian Cox                               19 

            
At Willersey Wednesday Club in March and April we have a 

diverse range of speakers and subjects, catering for all kinds of 

interests and tastes. For example, on March 5th, we have Alison 

Braithwaite talking about the Broadway Arts Festival and two 

weeks later, March 19th, Roger Williams speaking about serving 

meals on a very special train. 

 

Later in the year we have the return of Dr Gillian White 

discussing Queen Victoria and her life in portraits and the second 

part of Dave Smith’s Land Rover Escapades. It will be an 

interesting journey with lots of anecdotes and experiences 

working for a world-leading vehicle manufacturer. And there’s 

lots more to come, including our summer outing in June, so 

plenty to look forward to. 

 

Remember, everyone over 55 is welcome to come along and find 

out what we are all about. We meet every other Wednesday 

afternoon at Willersey Village Hall. The meeting starts promptly 

at 2.30pm so we suggest you might plan to arrive by 2.20pm.  

 

After the presentation and meeting, we have a variety of 

teas/coffee, sandwiches, cakes and - a good chance to meet 

others in the community and just socialise. Anyone from the 

villages local to Willersey and Broadway is welcome to come 

along and join us. See you there. 

 

"If you're not finding it easy to get to the Village Hall please let 

us know. 'Phone Richard or Christine on 300263 and they'll do 

their best to assist." 

                                                            20 
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             WI REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2025 

 
 

We began our meeting with the usual singing of Jerusalem and 
handing out of birthday flowers to members but we also raised a 

toast to Penny’s beloved husband Peter who passed away 
recently. He came with Penny to many WI meetings as an 

honoured guest. You are much missed Peter. 
 

    Have you been to any weddings lately? Maybe not given the 
weather and the season. But someone who has been to a lot of 
weddings was our speaker this time, Richard Bradley, who has 
trained as a registrar and wedding celebrant in his retirement and 
works with the Cheltenham and North Cotswold team. Yes, it 
might seem an unlikely change but a very interesting one as he 
explained. Outlining the various ways in which marriage laws 
have changed over the years (which surprised us) you can now 
get married in a number of places which are not connected to 
religious institutions. And what lovely venues there are too in the 
North Cotswolds. These venues often attract couples from 
outside the area and they have a choice of one hundred approved 
premises here ranging in price up to a whopping £20,000. A 
couple of venues close to us in Willersey are Foxhill Manor and 
the Manor House Hotel in Moreton. From the photos they did look 
idyllic.  
 
    Richard had to go through a rigorous recruitment and training 

process to be assessed to be either a registrar and/or a 
celebrant. And what items do you think are most important to 

have around at a wedding? You guessed it- a box of tissues - as 
there is a lot of crying and the wedding rings. Talking of wedding 
rings Richard made us laugh about the ways in which couples 
arrange for their rings to ‘appear’ at the ceremony using owls, 

meerkats (no kidding and not a good idea) dogs and babies with 
sometimes hilarious results. Would you lock your rings in a 

security case which then wouldn’t open when you needed to get 

them out?                  21 

His oldest happy couple so far was a groom at 82 and the bride 
at 78 so you never know ladies. Couples choose lots of unusual 
ways to arrive, for example, one bride arrived cycling down the 
aisle on a bicycle. How many bridesmaids would you have? Well, 
Richard’s maximum so far is 14. Now that is expensive! Every 
wedding seems to have had something strange or unusual.                   
 

    If you have ever been married perhaps you can remember 
what happened at your wedding. In my case my normally bald 
uncle turned up in an orange wig for a joke which upset my 
mother. So ladies start planning your next wedding event and 
who knows if you were planning a non-religious ceremony 
instead of a church wedding here in Willersey it may be Richard 
who is your celebrant. Thank you  Richard for giving us an insight 
into the life of a wedding celebrant and we hope you have many 
more successful weddings to come later this year. Just manage 
not to stand on the bride’s wedding gown or train and all will go 
well.    

Anne Nixon  
 

                                                                      

 
           Coming Up in March 2025 

 
Our next meeting is on Monday 10th March 2025 

at Willersey Village Hall. 7.15pm 
Speaker: Arthur Alvis talking on “Metal Art” 

Guests welcome, £4 on the door 
 

Food donations 
for ‘Caring Hands’ at the meeting or contact 
Sandra Spensley, 6 Willow Road, Willersey. 

 
Contact WI President Mal Jelfs on 858351 to hire crockery 
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      North Cotswold u3a 

                            

Our Open Meetings are at 2.00 pm on the second Thursday of 

each month in Willersey Village Hall. You can be sure of a warm 

welcome. 
 

March 13               Richard Westwood-Brookes - Elgar 

Elgar is as much an Enigma as his famous Variations - this talk 

seeks to introduce him in a way that most people don't 

recognise. 

 

April 10             Anthony Gerrard - RNLI 

The history of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute and its 

development through 200 years of service. 

 

May 08     Helen Plumb - Opals 

A true gemstone enthusiast, Helen is keen to promote the 

importance of education amongst jewellers and their customers. 

She is a Fellow of the Geological Society of London 

 
You can be sure of a warm welcome together with the opportunity 

of meeting members from groups such as: 

Arts & Crafts ~ French ~ Gardening ~ Science ~ Opera Appreciation ~ 

Scottish Country Dancing ~ Walking Groups ~ History ~ Bridge for 

Improvers ~ Photography ~ Exploring Music  & many more  . . .  

 

For information, please contact Liz Reeves, Membership Secretary  

Email: lizreeves17@gmail.com  or  Phone: 01386 430039 

https://u3asites.org.uk/north-cotswold/welcome          

23 

 

PUBLIC INFORMATION March 2025 

 
MONDAY KERBSIDE WASTE BIN COLLECTIONS.   

The dates for the bins are 3rd, 17th and 31st March 2025     Please put  

all bins and bags out by 7.00am.   Waste Hotline 01285 623123.  

https://community.cotswold.gov.uk/s/waste-collection-enquiry    

Here is the waste collection calendar.    http://willersey.org/dispmon2.pdf 

Please note that the situation on these can change at any time if say the 

weather is bad. Just leave your bins out for a late collection. (Food waste 

is every week.) 

PARISH COUNCIL The office is on the corner of the Village Hall. Open every 

Monday from 10.00am to noon. Outside these hours, please contact the clerk on 

01386 853635 or email  clerk@willerseyparishcouncil.org.uk 
WILLERSEY VILLAGE HALL    To hire the hall please telephone  

Annie & Bill Payne on 01386 858368, or email   willerseyhall@btinternet.com   

or see   https://www.willerseyhall.co.uk/  

METHODIST COMMUNITY ROOM HIRE Tel: Penny Ingles 01386 853306. 

The MOBILE POST OFFICE  Visits Willersey on Friday at The Bell Inn 12:45 

to 14:45. 

There is a Post Office inside and a cash machine outside  Broadway Co-Op.  

BROADWAY SURGERY is in Station Road  WR12 7DE     

Telephones  01386 853651 and 01386 858136. 

NEAREST LIBRARY         Leamington Road, Broadway WR12 7DZ 

Open Monday. & Wednesday. 10:30am – 2:00pm.  Tel : 01905 822722 

COTSWOLD FRIENDS       Anybody who wishes to have transport for hospital 

and medical appointments ring the Cotswold Friends Help Centre: transport section 

01608 651115.  This telephone is manned from 09:30-15:30 Monday to Friday.   

SERVICES TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

National Rail Enquiries   08457 48 49 50   or 03457 48 49 50 

National Bus Traveline   0871 2002233 

Hedgehog    01386 841849    

N. N. Cresswell    to Evesham     01386 48655 for route R4 

Diamond Bus to Stratford-upon-Avon 01527 813120 for route 1 

Pulhams Coaches to Cheltenham  01451 820369 for route 606 

Bus timetables for Gloucestershire are at www.easytraveling.org.uk/gcc/ and 

on the Willersey website at  www.willersey.org/transport.htm#bus  

Contact numbers for Breakdown of Services & Police 

Electric Power Faults - 0800 328 1111 or 105. Gas Emergency – 0800 111 999 

Floodline – 0845 988 1188.                Severn Trent. Sewage – 08007 83444 

Thames Water  – 0800 980 8800        British Telecom  - 0330 1234 150   

Police – Telephone 101  (999)   www.gloucestershire.police.uk 
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