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PASTORAL LETTER - May 2025
May is on the Lawn

As a child growing up in Oxford. May started early before dawn. We would
walk into the centre of town enjoying the silent roads and dawn chorus.
Blossom lay like snow in the parks. Lone walkers, people in small groups,
gradually merging to make a mighty throng. Hats and jackets were festooned
with garlands and bright buttonholes. We gathered to listen to the Magdalene
College choristers welcome May Day in song. When my father didn’t have to
go to work, we’d have a BBQed breakfast - once in some local woods where
a police officer asked if we were aware that fires weren’t permitted (we were
allowed to finish cooking the sausages). As a sixth former we took enjoyed
the early opening of the pubs at 6am and were consequently sent home from
school. Older again after joining a student party by the river a friend fell
asleep in the sun and woke with two perfect white handprints of their
otherwise livid sunburnt torso.

I have always enjoyed May. Creation sings. The natural world bursts forth.
Day by day there is change. Many years ago, | set my self the task of
learning the names of wildflowers. | started towards the end of February.
Every walk | would notice what was around me. | would learn a new name
when | saw a new flower. It started off slowly, it was easy, no more than a
plant or two a week. In April it sped up and sometime in May the wheels
came off. Not a new plant or two a week but it seemed multiple new flowers
every day.

Knowing a few names of wildflowers helps me notice and recognise. (I have
friends who are botanists and can spend happy hours naming grasses and
sedges.) Each year my knowledge grows a little and in turn my appreciation
grows too. I’m continuing to extend my ability to identify birds — I am now
beginning to notice the subtle differences between the little brown ones ...
This year I’d like to begin to learn the names of some of our common
butterflies and moths. The diversity of creation is incredible. When | notice
and recognise, | begin to appreciate more. Appreciation leads me into praise.

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee

How great Thou art, how great Thou art.

Many of our local churches are engaging with the eco-church movement. In
the creation narrative, God saw what he had created, and it was good
therefore we ought to nurture, protect and cherish the natural world. This can
be an expression of our faith. The first commandment in scripture is to tend
and care for the earth (Genesis 2: 15).

It is easy to be distracted and not to notice, appreciate and savour the
natural world. Life is busy, phones call us elsewhere, there are task
that need doing, the weeds need weeding, the grass needs cutting. | am
consciously and deliberately trying to make time and create
opportunities to be still out of doors this month.

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here.

To sit without agenda or purpose other than enjoying creation and
maybe trying to notice and remember the colour and wing pattern of a
passing butterfly. This is an act of worship, for creation can point us
towards, and into the presence of the Creator.

This month may you enjoy the colours, sounds and smells of spring
May you find stillness and peace

Every blessing

Revd Craig

This year I'm going beyond “No mow May” to be “A Grower not a
Mower.” Some parts of the lawn will remain uncut until September to
encourage insects and invertebrates and through them birds and other
creatures. I’'m going to mimic a golf course — some cut usually (the
fairway), some cut long (the semi-rough) and some left uncut (the
rough).

Sunday May 18" at 6pm a special service in Dorsington which will
include a description and reflection of the new churchyard
management and mowing regime.

Revd Craig Bishop Tel: 01386 841927

Churchwarden Robert M¢Neil-Wilson
The Granary, Main Street, Willersey Tel: 01386 852785
mobile 07979590826 Email: rmw@unisonprojects.co.uk

Churchwarden lan Duffin
Hawthorn House, Nash Road, Willersey Tel: 01386 335014 2
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Paths Around Willersey Scheme

The first Volunteer day will start at 9.0am on
Thursday 1%t May 2025. A member of the
P.AW.S group has arranged for volunteers
from where he works, to remove overgrown turf
from various footpaths in Main Street, Badsey
Lane, and the footpath on the Broadway road,
from the Willersey Village sign to the County boundary, (The condition
of this path has been subject of much criticism made to me, by various
parishioners). The Church Café has kindly offered to provide
refreshments to the VVolunteers and our thanks go out to them. If you see
any of the volunteers whilst you are out
and about, please give them your
support. They will be dressed in ‘High
Viz’ and easily recognizable. They are
helping the village although only one
of them lives here.
Success! The kerbs at the entrance to
Frampton Drive have been lowered by
Gloucestershire Highways. This now
enables people with mobility issues,
people pushing prams and wheel chair
users, to cross the road, far more easily.
Our thanks go out to Gloucestershire
County Highways department.

I recently met Rhodri Grey, Local Gloucestershire Highways Manager,
at the blind bend on the Broadway Road, (As seen above).

He told me that a new footpath is being installed; ensuring that crossing
the road at this location is made safer. The existing path is on the left
hand side of this photograph. The alteration follows action by members
of the Parish Council. The current area is dangerous; in that, users
travelling along the existing footpath, towards the village centre from
the Broadway direction, cannot see traffic approaching the blind bend
in the opposite direction. This makes crossing the road extremely
hazardous.

Rhodri informed me that a new path will be built, on the side where the
tall conifer hedge is located. It will run from the start of the grass on the
bend, and extend for about thirty metres in the Broadway direction. It
will then turn right and a dropped kerb will be installed, creating a new
crossing point. At this new crossing point, the existing path on the other
side of the road will be raised, allowing user continuation towards
Broadway. Footpath users will thus be able to cross the road some thirty
metres from the blind bend.

From the Village Centre Towards Broadway
This will give road traffic and footpath users far more time to see each
other and react if necessary. The section of the existing path from the
crossing point to the bend will become redundant. This is a really good
improvement! Thanks go out to both our Parish Council and
Gloucestershire County Highways. Well done!

Donald: Chairperson P.A.W.S. Group
Email: willerseypaws@gmail.com

The Welcome Cafe will be Celebrating VE Day, Thursday
May 8™. We are on the hunt for war time recipes for cakes.
If anyone has one or would like to make a cake we would be
very grateful. It would be great if you are able to dress up in
war time clothes . Come and celebrate victory with us. No
charge. Donations to the church are welcome. There is a
children corner with toys and crafts. Dogs are welcome
too. 4



[Type here]

Pll; yer -~
aise ™~
AT ST PETER’S,
~ WILLERSEY

/

We’d love to see you at a new,
informal worship service
happening on

Sunday May 11th

6.30pm
St Peter’s Church, Willersey,
yd I WRI12 7PJ

ey * Pikes Corner & Main Street Daffodils
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Music Quiz from the 50’s & 60’s

1) Who was the legendary singer/songwriter, born on 7th September
1936 and died aged 22 on 3rd February 19597

2) Written by Irving Gordon, who had a hit with “Unforgettable” in
1952?

3) Brothers Phil & Don were more commonly known as who?

4) Which female artist had her first hit in 1957 with “Walkin’ after
Midnight”?

5) Born in Tupelo, Tennessee “The King of Rock & Roll” has his first US
number 1 in 1956 with which song?

6) Which British musician had a UK number 1 with “Cumberland Gap
in 19577

7) Starting his career in 1954, which clarinettist was known for his
bowler hat and goatee beard?

8) Who “Rocked around the clock” in 19557

9) Recorded in 1968 and released in 1970, what was the title of
Python Lee Jackson’s single?

10) What was the name of the park that the Small Faces sang about in
19677

11) Who sang the 1969 number one “Something in the Air”?

12) Complete the title of this 1968 hit for The Foundations, Build me
up .........!

13) Penny Lane by The Beatles refers to a real person, True or False?
14) “Tired of Waiting for you” — was a hit by which group?

15) Who sang “My Green Tambourine” in 19677

16) Which group got to number 2 with “Daydream” in 1966?

17) Two groups had a hit with “Ob-la-di, Ob-la-da” in 1968, one was
The Beatles, what was the name of the other group?

18) Who sang “Lady Willpower in 1968?

19) “I’'m heading home again, cause it still seems | don’t fit in”, are the
opening lines of which Love Affair song?

20) Who sang about Hickory Holler’s Tramp in 19687

The answers are on page 16 Mike R

6
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Hooray! A few swallows have finally arrived having completed over
6,000 miles to breed here, with Brenda's house martins hopefully
nesting, and with fingers tightly crossed swifts too will soon be
screaming up and down Main Street in early May.

Other nesting activity spotted includes blue tit and great tit nest box
breeding. In early spring tits can sometimes be seen tapping the
outside of nest boxes in readiness for breeding which is thought to be
assessing its suitability and possibly a bonding ritual. Please message
if you too have nest box busyness. Sightings of starlings also now
nesting across the village is pleasing for a species whose numbers have
declined in recent years. More news of active newts and toads.
Interestingly it seems that newts sometimes seem to 'squeak’ if picked
up and toads play 'possum’, pretending to be dead to avoid being
predated its thought.

As hoped there have been more reports of active hedgehogs, including
one regularly taking turns to feed alongside a fox. There was once a
bounty of ‘tuppence’ on hedgehogs in the mistaken belief that they
sucked the milk of recumbent cows. Please do consider making a CD
(remember those) sized hole between gardens to help hedgehogs travel
safely, as a creature that existed long before humans is in need of a
helping hand currently.

Orange tip (males only) and holly blue butterflies are now on the wing
joining peacock and brimstones. But of course many other less
noticeable insects are active now busily seeking out suitable habitat to
feed and breed. Which is why the 'No Mow May" initiative - leaving
the lawn mower in the shed for a few weeks or leaving a section uncut
- can be so helpful.

Many thanks for news and sightings from Pat & John, Phil, Lucy,
Jill & Dave, Holly & Tony, Sandy, Mike & Shirley, Cathy, Pete,
Sarah, Leo, Sue & Louise, Bill, Robert & Helen. Bob Topp
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June 23rd - July 2nd

> Willersey Scarecrow Trail 2025 ﬁﬁi%

So ideas around things that make people happy, relaxed, more
cheerful or perhaps activities that are even a little wacky, and just
for a while help reduce concerns about day-to-day challenges.
Lots of previous scarecrows are recorded on the
Willersey website: willersey.org. So for those who may be new to the
village and fancy joining in please check them out. It's definitely NOT
a competition, there are no prizes, but just FOR FUN and an interest

trail across the village for all of us to enjoy.
Please display scarecrows from the 23rd June
for 10 days until Wednesday 2nd July.

So we can complete a trail map please cut out and 'post’ by Wednesday
18th June the information slip below in the plastic envelope outside one
of the following addresses: 19 Collin Close (Bob & Maggie)
The Village Hall noticeboard or 2 Nash Road (Peter & Sandy) OR
email scarecrow details to bob.topp@btinternet.com

Trail maps can be collected from the same plastic envelopes beginning on
Monday 23rd June. Bob Topp

g Please email or 'post’ in one of the 3 Scarecrow Trail
envelopes by Wednesday 18th June. Thank you.
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Guided Walks with the

Cotswold Voluntary Wardens

Naunton to Guiting Power — Tuesday 6th May —

Moderate 3hr 6ml

From seeing two surviving churches with towers,

passing now closed and converted chapels, we

also pass Cotswold stone quarries and have scenic views — weather
permitting. Bring a drink/snack.

Start: 9.30am The Black Horse Inn, Naunton. Please park considerately near
the pub. OS Map ref: SP 119 235. W3W:

Walking the Ways 3 (of 5) — Tuesday 20th May — Moderate 4.5hr 8ml
This walk leaves Guiting Power, heading south to join the Windrush Way,
walking the fields to Aylworth and on past the Golf Club to the village of
Naunton. Here we walk briefly alongside the River Windrush and join the
Wardens’ Way on undulating field paths back to Guiting Power.

Please bring refreshments for mid-morning and picnic lunch stops.
Refreshments are available in the village following the walk.

Subsequent walks are planned for 17th June and 22nd July.

Start: 10.00am Guiting Power Village hall, Church St. Guiting Power

OS Map ref: SP 094 246. W3W:

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep and muddy
in places. EASY — Length may vary but terrain is mainly flat (level);
MODERATE - includes some hills and rough ground.

STRENUOUS - may be rough underfoot and ascents and descents may be
steep. We welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others not allowed.
Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund our conservation
and improvement work. Details of the walks available are described on our
website (below). Please check walk details carefully on the website,
including whether booking is necessary. Additional walks may be
published on the website. https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk
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It was a busy afternoon at St Peter’s on Easter Saturday. The flower arrangements
and Easter Garden set the scene for people to enjoy refreshments whilst viewing the
variety of Easter flowers. St Peter’s knitting group had been busy over the past few

weeks and had completed twelve different animal figures for the Easter Treat Raffle.
This raised £203 which is going to “Caring Hands” in Evesham. A special mention
to Carolynne for instigating this knitting project and to vy and Poppy who sold
tickets throughout the afternoon.

A huge thank you to everyone who came and supported the afternoon enabling £190
to be raised for Church Funds with another £80 from the craft stall. Thank you,
Sandra and Christine. Thank you to all who made cakes and savouries, and to all the
helpers taking turns in service refreshments, washing up and clearing away at the

end. A real show of teamwork.  Gillian 9

Church Going Gone:
Brian Mountford

on Friday 9" May at
10am in St James
Church, Chipping
Campden as part of
the town's Literature
Festival Revd Craig
will be talking to
Brian about his book
- a colourful memoir
from his 1950's

W

CHUR

GOING
GONE

childhood through to the COVID crisis

Opening with a vibrant account of London in the Sixties, Brian
moves to Cambridge college life in the Seventies, Suburbia in
the Eighties, and thirty years as Vicar of the 'most visited parish
church in England’, St Mary's, the University Church in Oxford.
Rich in humour and anecdote, Brian unpacks his theological
ideas on the way, addressing questions such as God, the
meaning of life, sexual ethics, and the relationship between
doubt and faith. A central idea is that the abandonment of
organised religion has not eradicated spiritual questioning and,
following Philip Larkin’s poem Church Going, from which the
book takes its title, people of all ages are forever ‘surprising/A
hunger in (themselves) to be more serious.’

More information and tickets from
https://chippingcampden.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/show
s/1173660204

10
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® Willersey “A” wins

Wlersey

promotion to
Division One !!

After a tough, competitive and
very enjoyable Spring 2025 Season Willersey “A” finished up in
second place in Division 2 of the Stratford League thanks to the
efforts of Robert Pitt, Jared Maguire and Mark Bridgeman which
means promotion to the giddy heights of Division 1 when the
Autumn season start in September.

Following the euphoria of Willersey “B” winning promotion
from Division 3 at Christmas the Team of lan Cooper, Brendan
Morris & Dave Waters found Division 2 a bit more of a
challenge and at the end of the Spring season were unfortunately

relegated to start back in Division 3 for the 2025 Autumn season.

Our friendly and inclusive Club nights are every Wednesday
evening from 7.00pm to 9.00pm in the Village Hall and open to
players of all abilities. For more information, please contact
Mark Bridgeman on 07976-111906 or email

bridgeman757 @btinternet.com.

The Willersey Annual Parish Meeting will take place on
Monday May 19" at 7.30pm in the village hall.
It is an opportunity for residents to raise concerns with County,
District and Parish Councillors and for village organizations to
report on their activities in the past year. | would be grateful if
you could let me know whether your organization will be
submitting a report either in person or written. Please could you
pass this to your successor if responsibilities have changed.
Kevin 0’Donoghue
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3& Saint Peter’s %
Church Services May 2025

Mid-week Holy Communion (BCP):

Saint Peter’s, every Wednesday at 11:00 am

Special Evensong, Tuesday, 6 May at 4:30pm

Welcome Café, in Saint Peter’s, every Thursday 2 to 4:30pm.
Your Church is open for you every day.

Sunday 10:00 am
4 May Morning Prayer
. 3:30 pm
Ba:ﬂl;?ggday A brief Service of Thanksgiving
5 Ma y for WWII Victory in Europe
y around the War Memorial
9:00 am
Sunday Holy Communion (BCP)
11 May 6:30 pm
Prayer & Praise
Sunday 11.00 am
18 May All Age Worship
‘Rogation’
Sunday 10:00 am
25 May Morning Prayer
Thursday 6.30 pm
29 May Ascension Day Service
Ascension Day at Saint Eadburgha’s, Ebrington

Refreshments for the month of May
May 4t Gillian Beale

May 11" Sally and Malcom Maclean
May 18" All Age Worship Team

May 25" Adine Keatley and Liz Webb
June 1st Pat and Robert Heming

Church Cleaning for May Week ending

May 10" and 17" Flick and Lisa Marcham

May 24" and 315 Rachael and Poppy Barker

Once again thank you for giving up your time to keep our Church
clean and welcoming for visitors and worshippers alike.

Please say if cleaning materials need replenishing.

Vestry Key - Gillian Beale 01386 852958 or The Bell Inn

Brass Cleaning for May — Ann Tomblin & Janet Parker 12
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Willersey Farmers’ Market
has now celebrated a year in business.

Thank you to all you have come along to support us.

In May we will be welcoming back our Lifestyle Market. These are
local stalls selling items for you, your pets and your home.
Different stalls will be coming over the months.

We are planning these markets in May and June. They will operate
inside the Village Hall and our Farmers’ Market will be outside on the
greens. The Farmers” Market continues to grow, with 15 stalls planned
for May.

Do please come and support us. Your business will help make it
continue into its Second Anniversary.

Future Dates over the next few months on the third Sunday of the
month 9:30 to 1:00pm
May 18™ and June 15% with Lifestyle market

July 20" and August 17" Farmers’ Market
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WILLERSEY HISTORY SOCIETY

We asked the question. and we got a good response
certainly sufficient to get the project up and running.
As aresult, we are holding the inaugural meeting on Tues
May 13" in the Village Hall, Jubilee room at 7.30 p.m.

In terms of width of subject and depth in time history is
infinite and hence we need to use the meeting to
establish our aims and objectives as well as the formal
structure and activity of the Society. If you are interested
in history, local or otherwise, and wish to be involved
please feel free to come along and join us. Whilst not
essential, it would help if we know you were coming.
Alan Gittings (01386 858601/07734363670 or
agittings@talk21.com)Spring

Cotswold Vale Embroidery Group

The April meeting just began with a little retail therapy.
Yvonne had brought a selection of fabric, sewing accessories,
kits and dates of workshops. It was all too tempting for us to
wait.

Everyone finally settled down to listen to an extremely
entertaining and informative talk from Yvonne of Village Fabrics.
Yvonne has her shop situated in the Stockwood Business Park,
Inkberrow. Her talk was mainly focused on the correct use of needles
and thread for different fabrics and the importance of regularly
changing your needle in your sewing machine. We all learnt
something we didn’t now beforehand. .

Next month Thursday May at the usual times 9:30am to 12:30pm
Honeybourne Village Hall. Our own project work. For more

information please ring Gillian 01386 852958. 14
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MEDALS Y FOR ALL!

CERTIFICATES
ENGRAVED CUP
ADULT / CHILD
CATEGORIES
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The Stratford based magician Angus Baskerville, known in
many quarters throughout the Warwickshire & West Midlands
over his inspirational journey into a successful

career as a magician has released details of his first solo
regional tour with his new show ‘Hidden Powers’

Angus is touring across 15 dates over the Midlands
encompassing venues in Warwickshire, the West Midlands,
Gloucestershire and Worcestershire from mid-May.

‘Hidden Powers’ delves deeper into the power of the mind and
involves some incredible magic, great fun and promises to be a
wonderful evening out for all the family. (see ad on page 13.)
07787573183 info@angusbaskerville.com 15

Music Quiz from the 50’s & 60’s Answers
1) Buddy Holly 2) Nat King Cole
3) The Everly Brothers 4) Patsy Cline
5) Heartbreak Hotel 6) Lonnie Donnegan
7) Acker Bilk 8) Bill Haley & The Comets
9) In a broken dream 10) ltchy coo Park
11) Thunderclap Newman 12) Buttercup
13) False (street in Liverpool) 14) The Kinks
15) The Lemon Pipers 16) The Lovin’ Spoonful
17) The Marmalade 18) Gary Puckett & Union Gap
19) Rainbow Valley 20) 0. C. Smith
The quiz is on page 6

Mothering Sunday at St Peter's
There was a lovely atmosphere in our church on Sunday 30" March as
we met to celebrate mothers' Day at the end of March, Mark lead our
service and we were delighted to have some children present and
readings were made very ably by Findlay, Toby, Grace and Madison
and we were very pleased to welcome their families with them.
Carolynne talked about how the Angel Gabriel had told Mary that she
would have a baby who would be God's Son. She explained that this
event had been foretold many hundred of years earlier, and that God is
working his purpose out in His own time.
The children presented all of the women in the congregation with
posies of flowers and refreshments and fellowship were enjoyed by
everyone at the end of the service. Our next All Age worship service
will be held on May 18th and all will be welcome.

THE JUNE 2025 VILLAGE NEWS

Copy for the June News must be received by Saturday 171" May
2025 unless otherwise notified. Please send in any items of
interest, thanks or notice of forthcoming events. Newsletter
completion will start early the next day. Email them to
willerseynews@gmail.com or phone Alan 858601 or Bill 858628,
Thank you. www.willersey.org/churchandvillagenews.htm
The Village News is distributed to every house in Willersey and
Saintbury. More copies are also left at St Peter's Church, the Bell
Inn, the New Inn, Willersey Garage and the Tourist Office in

Broadway. 16
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INEPIRING WOMEN
Our WI held two significant events this month. Firstly, President Mal
Jelfs writes:

“Friday 11th April was our Ladies Night. Our turn to host the
Annual WI get-together with Mickleton and Ebrington WIs. A super
bunch of ladies who came dressed as favourite female icons. Willersey
Gals also pushed the boat out too as Cleopatra, Marie Antionette,
Victoria Wood and many more. A brilliant turnout. Sally and Malcom’s
finger buffet was fantastic with members helping out with sweets, super
cocktails, staffing the raffle and decorating the hall . Each WI gave a
report of their activities over the last year and to round off our evening
Ruby Lamont sang her heart out and got us all up dancing. Next year
the baton passes to Ebrington. Thank you everyone for making it such
a great evening.”

Then on Monday April 14th at our monthly meeting President
Mal welcomed all our guests and after a rousing rendition of
“Jerusalem” and the handing out of birthday flowers, Maggie Topp
introduced our guest speaker for the evening, Chiropractor Sarah
Miller-Mead from McTimoney Chiropractors based in Evesham.

So, are you a pain in the neck? Sorry, that should say “have
you a pain in the neck”? Because, if you have, then Sarah and her
team are the ones for you. Indeed, several of our WI members it turns
out have been treated by Sarah. | could tell because they, in true
schoolgirl fashion, put their hands up and praised the relief that
treatment had given them.

Sarah began to explain to us how she came to be interested in
the career choice of life as a chiropractor which she has been for the
last twenty two years. So, what is a chiropractor? A chiropractor is a
licensed healthcare professional specialising in diagnosing and treating
musculoskeletal  disorders, particularly  spine-related issues.
Chiropractors use manual spinal adjustments and manipulations to
address pain and improve overall bodily function. So, there you have
it. You are fully informed now.

And that is where the pain element comes in because so many
people suffer with pain in and around areas of the spine, often not
knowing how it happened or how to be pain free. Whether through injury

17
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or stress, most of us have had various types of pain associated with
our backs. Sarah explained the extraordinary link between our brains
and

our spine. Just to give you an everyday example of how this can occur:
if you sit at the wrong angle to the tv whilst watching so you are turning
your head in a left or right handed direction whilst your body is facing
the other way you will get pain in your neck from the strain. Over a long
time this causes problems. Indeed | have been guilty of doing this
myself, and taking pain killers is not going to help but a chiropractor
can begin to help relieve the problem with what Sarah calls using the
‘low force technique’ which is quite a gentle way forward. It may take
several treatments depending on various factors but it will help to ‘reset’
the brain and the spine. Clever eh? Sarah then introduced her
colleague and showed us a demonstration of how this works in her
practice. And no cries of “ouch” as she went through the process.
‘Simples’ as they say on the tv advert.

A very big thank you then goes to Sarah for improving our
understanding of the role of a chiropractor. And should you need to find
a way to manage your neck pain you know now who to call........
Finally, our WI wishes everyone a joyous Easter. Anne Nixon

[| |BUUI COMING UP IN MAY 2025

INSPIRING WOMEN \/E 80th Celebrations on May 5th
Donations of Sharing Plates of food on the day
would be very welcome. Tea served by WI members only

Our next meeting is on Monday 12th May 2025
at Willersey Village Hall. 7.15pm
Speaker: Tom Rose talking on “The Black Liquorice Company”
Guests welcome, £5 on the door

Food donations for ‘Caring Hands’ at the meeting or contact
Sandra Spensley, 6 Willow Road, Willersey.

Contact WI President Mal Jelfs on 858351 to hire crockery

18
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North Cotswold u3a

Our Open Meetings are at 2.00 pm on the second

May 08 Helen Plumb - Opals
A true gemstone enthusiast, Helen is keen to promote the

importance of education amongst jewellers and their customers.

She is a Fellow of the Geological Society of London

You can be sure of a warm welcome together with the
opportunity of meeting members from groups such as:
Arts & Crafts ~ French ~ Gardening ~ Science ~ Opera
Appreciation ~ Scottish Country Dancing ~ Walking Groups ~
History ~ Bridge for Improvers ~ Photography ~ Exploring
Music & many more ...

For information, please contact
Liz Reeves, Membership Secretary
Email: lizreevesl7@gmail.com or Phone: 01386 430039

https://u3asites.org.uk/north-cotswold/welcome

Thursday of each month in Willersey Village Hall.

W\ Hofeyb %
~-y Honeybourne \S;.

Village Hall

May Film Night

u3a Golf Croquet will be starting its 2025 season on
Tuesday 6 May in the garden behind the
Methodist Church at 2.30pm, and from then on, every first
and third Tuesday in the month until
October, so come and join us and enjoy the view.
Richard 01386853306
19

Saturday 10t May
Doors open 7pm
Tickets £5.00 pp
Refreshments and Raffle on the night
Tickets online at
www.honeybournevillagehall.org

The untold story of the witches of Oz, Elphaba, a misunderstood
young womah who has yet to discover her true power & Glinda, a
popular young woman who has yet to discover her true heart. The two
meet at Shiz university & forge an unlikely friendship before their lives
take different paths following an encounter with The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz

PG

20
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CELEBRATE
VE DAY

80t Anniversary
VE DAY willersey Village Hall & Garden
BH Monday 5" May
4p.m to 6p.m.

BRING AND SHARE TEA PARTY

Please bring sandwiches and cakes to put on the
communal table as in 1945.
The WI will be serving tea and coffee
Bring your own drink and glasses (not to share)

o Treasure Hunt
» Wartime Dress (optional)

Prizes for best: Children
Adults
Family
* Readings and Poems
o Children’s games
» 530 p.m. Wartime sing-along with
our very own Ruby Lamont

ol Lo
Village Garden/VE Day ﬁ

Here we go again! ¢
It’s that time of year again. Please can we have some volunteers for
The Village Garden. We would like to extend our invitation to

volunteers to tidy around the Village Hall also, ready for our village
VE celebration, which we hope to hold in the garden and surrounding
area. Weather permitting, can we do this on Saturday 3" May at 2pm.

Please bring with you if possible - tools, brooms etc. but most of all

some enthusiasm and a smile.
Looking forward to seeing you, Jackie

VE Day Thanksqgiving at the
War Memorial

In conjunction with the other Parish celebrations for VE Day on
the 5" of May BH in the Village
Garden, Saint Peter’s will be doing the following:
. A short Service of Thanksgiving, around the War
Memorial at 3:30pm
*  Saint Peter’s bells ringing a quarter peal immediately after
the service at about 3:50pm.

The Flag of Saint George will be flying
from the tower, of course.

The actual Anniversary of VE Day is 8" of May and this falls on
a Thursday.

Saint Peter’s Welcome Café will celebrate the anniversary with
suitable decorations, information, catering, attire and music etc,
with patrons being given the option of dressing for the 1945
period etc.

21 Please see the village website — willersey.org, St Peter’s Church,
Taylor’s Garage, The Bell and The New Inn for a
Willersey Horticultural Show entry form and schedule. 22
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NATURE BOX - Weald to Waves
A good new story
As we know one of the issues affecting our wildlife has been the
fragmentation of habitat by continued development of housing,
roads and other infrastructure, with creatures often isolated in
smaller and smaller pockets of the countryside.

So a special initiative underway in Sussex called Weald fto
Waves, creating a wildlife corridor of 100 miles from the high
ground of the Sussex weald - Winnie-the-Pooh country -_
following the River Ouse through Lewis and on to the coast is
particularly heartening.

The scheme involves the drawing together of a wide and diverse
network of landowners and interest groups to contribute what
they can in terms of setting aside and cultivating habitat that is
beneficial to wildlife and reconnecting fragmented landscapes.
From large private estates, golf clubs, with over 500 productive
farms keen to add nature recovery to their agenda with
wildflower meadows and nature friendly scrub already signed
up, plus utility companies, solar farms, railways, highways ,
parks, schools and small gardens. It's an impressive list.

They're not making any more land are they? So we need to be
'land smart': looking for places where land can be used for
more than one purpose; and drawing communities of all ages
together to engage collaboratively in this inspiring eco system
restoration project. Everyone can make a contribution.

This really is a good news story of hope and real joined up
progress at scale, and particularly important because of the
busyness and continual development in the south east. But also a
potential template for other communities. Cotswold to the
Coast? Now there's an idea.

Bob Topp

PUBLIC INFORMATION May 2025

MONDAY KERBSIDE WASTE BIN COLLECTIONS.
The dates for the bins are 12" and 26t" May 2025  Please put
all bins and bags out by 7.00am. Waste Hotline 01285 623123.
https://community.cotswold.gov.uk/s/waste-collection-enquiry
Here is the waste collection calendar. http://willersey.org/dispmon2.pdf
Please note that the situation on these can change at any time if say the
weather is bad. Just leave your bins out for a late collection. (Food waste
is every week.)
PARISH COUNCIL The office is on the corner of the Village Hall. Open every
Monday from 10.00am to noon. Outside these hours, please contact the clerk on
01386 853635 or email clerk@willerseyparishcouncil.org.uk
WILLERSEY VILLAGE HALL To hire the hall please telephone
Annie & Bill Payne on 01386 858368, or email willerseyhall@btinternet.com
or see https://www.willerseyhall.co.uk/
METHODIST COMMUNITY ROOM HIRE Tel: Penny Ingles 01386 853306.
The_ MOBILE POST OFFICE Visits Willersey on Friday at The Bell Inn 12:45
to 14:45.
There is a Post Office inside and a cash machine outside Broadway Co-Op.
BROADWAY SURGERY is in Station Road WR12 7DE
Telephones 01386 853651 and 01386 858136.
NEAREST LIBRARY Leamington Road, Broadway
Open Mon. Wed. & Fri. 9:30am — 4:30pm. Saturday 9:30 — 1pm 01905 822722
COTSWOLD FRIENDS  Anybody who wishes to have transport for hospital
and medical appointments ring the Cotswold Friends Help Centre: transport section
01608 651115. This telephone is manned from 09:30-15:30 Monday to Friday.
SERVICES TELEPHONE NUMBERS
National Rail Enquiries 08457 48 49 50 or 03457 48 49 50
National Bus Traveline 0871 2002233
Hedgehog 01386 841849
N. N. Cresswell to Evesham 01386 48655 for route R4
Diamond Bus to Stratford-upon-Avon 01527 813120 for route 1
Pulhams Coaches to Cheltenham 01451 820369 for route 606
Bus timetables for Gloucestershire are at www.easytraveling.org.uk/gcc/ and
on the Willersey website at www.willersey.org/transport.htm#bus
Contact numbers for Breakdown of Services & Police
Electric Power Faults - 0800 328 1111 or 105. Gas Emergency — 0800 111 999
Floodline — 0845 988 1188. Severn Trent. Sewage — 08007 83444
Thames Water — 0800 980 8800 British Telecom - 0330 1234 150
Police — Telephone 101 (999) www.gloucestershire.police.uk
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