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PASTORAL LETTER – JUNE 2025 
 

Vocation 

 
With baptism families we sometimes talk about how no one else can 

occupy the space their child fills. They have a space in the world. We 

all have a space in the world. They might move to occupy a new 

space, but no two people can occupy the same space. We talk about 

how the child will occupy their space. We can picture how a scared or 

nervous person might shrink in size or how space may be held 

apologetically or unconfidently. Our prayer for newly baptised 

children and for all people is that they might unapologetically and 

confidently be themselves – we are all made in the image of God, we 

are all loved by God. 

 

Identity and purpose are two important facets of human existence. 

When we are secure in our identity and know our purpose, we live life 

to the full.  Our identity is not based on exams passed, countries 

visited, or possessions acquired. A few years ago, Justin Welby, the 

former Archbishop of Canterbury, had to publicly respond to some 

uncomfortable revelations about his parentage. In response to the 

discovery that his father is not the man he thought, he responded.  

"I know that I find who I am in Jesus Christ, not in genetics, and my 

identity in Him never changes...”  

 

I find great pleasure in watching an expert do the thing they do well: it 

could be a crafts man or woman, a parent, a sports person. (If I want 

to cheer himself up, I watch Andrew Flintoff’s wonderful 13th over in 

the second innings of the second Ashes test at Edgbaston in 2005, 

Chris Froome’s remarkable ride on Stage 19 of the 2018 Giro d’Italia, 

or Liverpool’s epic comeback against Barcelona in the semi-finals of 

2019 Champion’s League …) It doesn’t matter in what walk of life there 

is great joy in someone doing something well. I have recently read a 

wonderful book about someone raising an abandoned leveret – on 

occasion I laughed out loud at the beauty of the writing*.    
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We all long for those moments in our own lives, when everything 

clicks into place. My prayer for us all is that we might experience such 

moments: when we become aware that we are the right person, doing 

the right thing, in the right place.  

 

Mordecai speaking to his cousin Esther asks if she has her position, 

“for such a time as this.” Maybe God has placed us where we are for 

such a time as this.  

 

In Jeremiah (29:11) the prophet communicates God’s word to the 

nation of Israel, 

“For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not 

harm you.” 

These verses can also provide us with comfort. We are made in his 

image, we are loved by him, we are known by him, and he has a plan 

for us. Discerning that plan is not always easy but God invites to join 

him from wherever we are.  

 

We are all unique, no two people are alike, what is right for someone 

else may not be right for us. He is at at work in you, through you and 

around you - in your family, your friendship circle and your individual 

networks. 

 

May you take pleasure in something do well 

May you find yourself in the right place at the right time 

Every blessing 

Revd Craig 

 

* Raising Hare by Chloe Dalton 

 
Revd Craig Bishop    Tel: 01386 841927     

                                                     
Churchwarden     Robert McNeil-Wilson  

The Granary, Main Street, Willersey   Tel: 01386 852785             

mobile 07979590826   Email: rmw@unisonprojects.co.uk  
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Paths Around Willersey     

Scheme 
The first ‘Volunteer’ day went ahead on 

Thursday 1st May 2025. It had to be one of the 

hottest May Days on record! Sterling work 

was put in by Mark Ellis (P.A.W.S. group) 

and other volunteers from GE Aerospace; 

Chris Smith, Ross Newell, Rece Gilder and Shaun Bucklan. The 

morning was spent clearing overgrowing turf from the footpath that 

runs from the Willersey Village sign to the County boundary, on the 

Broadway Road. As a result of their efforts the footpath has almost 

doubled in width. A drain close to the start of the path, at the Willersey 

Village sign end, was found to be totally blocked, which probably 

accounts for flooding of the path. This has been reported to Willersey 

Parish Council. They are taking it, and similar issues, to 

Gloucestershire County Highways. In the afternoon the team cleared 

overgrowing turf from: The Path in Badsey Lane by the recreation 

ground, The Path that runs from Collin Lane to Main Street and the 

Path opposite the New Inn, at the Garage end of the raised section. 

Again the clearance has almost doubled the width of most of the Paths.   

 
The GE Aerospace Volunteer Team 

Sally and Malcolm Maclean provided refreshments to the team, in both 

the morning and afternoon, at the Church Café. These were very 

gratefully received. They put in extra work to open up in the morning, 

just for our group. Our thanks go to them and also to Delia Tolchard 

(P.A.W.S. group), who allowed her driveway to be used for the placing 

of a skip. She also provided cooling refreshments during the work. 3 

Thanks also go to Willersey Parish Council, which supported this 

venture with advice, permissions to carry out the work, insurance of the 

workers and the provision of skips. Finally our sincere thanks go out to 

GE Aerospace, whose Volunteer Scheme allows its employees time 

away from their normal duties to carry out such voluntary work, for the 

benefit of the community. Their team was very hard working, courteous, 

and a credit to their company!  

 

Photographs of the Paths cleared by the volunteers: 

 

                        
 

 

Gloucestershire County Council has a facility 

for reporting issues with roads and paths called 

‘Fix My Street’. Reporting can either be 

anonymously, or you can leave your details 

should you wish. The online address is:   

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk.  Once on the front 

page there is a banner called ‘Fix My Street’ 

which you click on, then just follow the 

instructions. This is a very good method of 

reporting issues and also monitoring work carried out.   

__________________________________ 
Did you know -June was named after Juno, the Roman 
goddess of marriage and childbirth. A month for 
marriage although Romans considered it an ill omen to 
marry before the 15th  of the month.  
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Friends of Court Barn Museum 

 

Saturday 28 June 3.00pm at Saintbury Church 
 

A celebration of C.R.Ashbee  
 

A social/fundraising activity with tea and cake. 
Tim Sexton and Andy Doran will sing songs 

from the Essex House Songbook. 
Donations welcome. Parking in stable yard.       
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General Knowledge Quiz 
1 Which is the largest planet in the Solar System? 
2 “Floreat Etona” is the motto of which British 

public school? 

3 Catatonia had a 1998 hit with “Mulder and 

Scully”. From which TV series did the song take 

its name? 

4 Blathers, Charlotte and Fagin are characters 

from which Charles Dickens tale? 

5 The Battle of Killiecrankie of 1689 during 

the Jacobite Rising took place in which 

country? 

6 Named after the German neurologist who 

discovered the disease, which disorder of the 

brain causes premature senility? 

7 In Chemistry, which “P” are long-chained 

molecules in which a group of atoms are 

repeated? 

8 Which British athlete won Gold in both the 

5000 metres and 10000 metres in the 2016 

Olympic Games? 

9 In 1800, the capital of the USA was 

transferred to Washington DC from which 

city? 

10 The Officer Training School for which 

branch of the British military is located at 

Sandhurst? 

11  Which country has the world’s longest coastline? 

12 The historical novel “Wolf Hall” which won 

the Booker Prize in 2009 was written by 

which author? 

13 Which Australian cricketer was known as “The 
Don”? 

14 In music, which “O” is the interval between two 

notes?    6 
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15 “Birds of Prey” starring Margot Robbie is 

based on which character from the DC 

Comics universe? 

16  “Food Glorious Food” is a song from which British 
Musical? 

17 Southwark is a borough in which British city? 

18 Whom did Antonio Guterres replace as 

United Nations Secretary-General in 

2017? 

19 Francis Crick and James Watson made which 

medical discovery in 1953? 

20 Which 1985 film directed by Joel Schumacher      
is based around 7 Georgetown graduates            

The answers are on page 13                                 Mike R 

                     
  

 
Saint Peter’s Mowing Rota 

 
             26 May to 8 June   Bill Painter & Rob McN-W 
               9 to 22 June         Tolleys & Jordans  
             23 June to 6 July    Ben Ingles & Harry Nobes 
               7 to 20 July          Tolleys & Jordans 
             21 July to 3 Aug     Steve & Nigel Foxall 
               4 Aug to 17 Aug   Bill Painter & Rob McN-W 
             18 Aug to 31 Aug   Tolleys & Jordans 
             1 Sept to 14 Sept   Ben Ingles & Harry Nobes 
           15 Sept to 28 Sept   Steve & Nigel Foxall 
             29 Sept to 12 Oct   Tolleys & Jordans 
   

If you’d like to join the Rota for some really worthwhile 
exercise in a beautiful environment, email Lisa at: 

lisamarcham22@gmail.com 
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Recent Village Sightings 
                   

Swifts, living up to their name, have arrived and can most easily 
be spotted from Main Street where they are already seen to be 
nesting in the village. If you have never seen one of these 
amazing African migrants early evening can often be the best 
time to witness their amazing rapid acrobatics. 
 
Whilst the newly arrived swifts and swallows are later breeders, 
newly fledged blackbirds and robins, minus the red breast at this 
stage, are already out and about  and can sometimes be 
spotted still being fed by anxious parents. Great tit and blue tit 
fledglings have also been recorded. 
 
Blackcaps, one of our most melodious migrants, have been 
seen and heard; and mistle thrushes too, a particularly noisy 
singer, along with migrant white throats with their noticeable  
scratchy song. Although much reduced in number a few sky 
larks have been seen, with the field close to the solar farm 
offering good meadow habitat for their ground nesting. 
 
Herons, like lots of birds, have young just now, so the mallard 
ducklings on the pond are definitely on the menu as some have 
noticed. 
Kestrels are another later  breeder, and whilst one of the 
'bespoke' nest boxes popped up recently for their benefit has 
already been occupied by wood pigeons - a pair of kestrels 
might just have second use. 
 
Wildlife chatter and message contributions form Penny, Siriol, 
Michael, Gillian & Trevor, Pete, Charles & Anne, Ian & Heather, 
Holly & Tony, Tini, Elizabeth, Jill & Dave, Mike & Shirley, Mary, 
Sue & Louise, Cathy, Sarah, Chris & Lynne, Lena, Robert, 
Derek and Donald.          bob.topp@btinternet.com 
      8                                                                          
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Willersey Scarecrow Trail 025 

June 23rd - July 2nd   
 

This year's NON COMPETITIVE & JUST 

FOR FUN theme is  

  'Happy-Go-Lucky'   

    

So ideas around things that make people happy, relaxed, more cheerful 

or perhaps activities that are even a little wacky, and just for  

a while help reduce concerns about day-to-day challenges. 
 

Lots of previous scarecrows are recorded on the  

 Willersey website: willersey.org. So for those who may be new to the 

village and fancy joining in please check them out. It's definitely NOT 

a competition, there are no prizes, but just FOR FUN and an   

 interest trail across the village for all of us to enjoy.          

Please display scarecrows from the 23rd June 

for 10 days until Wednesday 2nd July. 
 

So we can complete a trail map please cut out and 'post' by Wednesday 18th 

June the information slip below in the plastic envelope outside one of the 

following addresses: 
19 Collin Close (Bob & Maggie)                     The Village Hall noticeboard 

2 Nash Road (Peter & Sandy) OR email scarecrow details to 

bob.topp@btinternet.com 
 

Trail maps can be collected from the same plastic envelopes beginning on     

Monday 23rd June.                         Bob Topp            

................. 
   Please email or 'post' in one of the 3 Scarecrow Trail envelopes  

by Wednesday 18th June. Thank you. 
   

   Name...................................................................................... 

  

   Address................................................................................................ 

    

   Scarecrow Title.........................................................................        9     

     
 

Guided Walks with the 
Cotswold Voluntary Wardens 
 
 

Details of the walks available are described on the website (below). Please 
check walk details carefully on the website, including whether booking 
is necessary. Additional walks may be published on the website. 
 
https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk 
 
Stanton to Stanway via the Cotswold Edge – Tuesday 3rd  June – 
Moderate 3hr 5ml 
From Stanton we have a 600ft steep climb up to the Cotswold edge, then 
continue, with views across the vale to the west. We descend to Stanway 
and have a gentle stroll across fields back to the start. Bring a drink/snack. 
 
Start: 9.30am Stanton village car park WR12 7NG 
OS Map ref: SP 067 343. W3W: assume.heaven.encodes 
 
A Short Walk to the top of the Olimpick Hill – Tuesday 10th June – 
Strenuous 4.5hr 6.5ml 
The walk passes Willersey church to cross fields over to Weston-sub-Edge, 
before turning east through The Lynches wood and up to the panoramic top 
of Dover’s Hill, site of The Olimpick Games. There, on a good day, you can 
see counties far to the west and north of Gloucestershire.  The route back 
passes the medieval Saintbury church on return to Willersey. The route has 
many more than a dozen stiles and with an overall ascent of 800 feet, it 
becomes a strenuous walk and a slightly longer walk time. 
Bring a drink/snack and a packed lunch. 
 
Start: 10.00am Willersey, Broadway. Park considerately on the main road. 
OS Map ref: SP 105 396. W3W: hiding.umbrellas.agree 
 
Walking the Ways 4(of 5) – Tuesday 17th  June – Moderate 5.5hr 9ml 
This walk is a lovely mix of field, woodland and riverside paths, with lovely 
views across the Cotswold countryside. 
Starting in Naunton we follow the Warden’s Way up through field paths, with 
good views over the Windrush valley. We follow the river Eye towards Upper 
Slaughter and a ford. We continue to Lower Slaughter and then use the 
MacMillan Way across fields to join the Windrush Way and follow the river 
back to Naunton. 
Please bring refreshments for a mid-morning and picnic lunch stops. 

10 
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Subsequent walk is planned for 22nd July.  

Start: 10.00am The Black Horse Inn, Naunton, Cheltenham. 
OS Map ref: SP 118 234. W3W: overlooks.widgets.newsstand 
 
PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep and muddy 
in places. EASY - Length may vary but terrain is mainly flat (level); 
MODERATE - includes some hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS – may 
be rough underfoot and ascents and descents may be steep. We welcome 
guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others not allowed. 
 
Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund our conservation 
and improvement work. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Summer 
 
 

Summer in her 
Floral gown 

Bold resplendent 
Wears the crown 

 
On warm still days 

When skies are blue 
The earth exudes 
Her vibrant hues 

 
A model icon 

Thus she poses 
Among green leaves 
And fragrant roses 

 
                                                                     Pat Batham 
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 Saint Peter’s Church Services, June 

Special Evensong, Tuesday, 3 June at 
4:30pm 

 

Mid-week Holy Communion (BCP): at Saint Peter’s, every 
Wednesday at 11:00 am. 

Saint Peter’s Welcome Café - every Thursday, 2-4:30pm 

Your Church is open for you every day 
  

Rota for Church Cleaning 

 

Weeks ending June 7th&14th   Jennie Bond and 

Gillian Beale 

Weeks ending June 21st &28th   Sandy Barnes and 

Elizabeth Milnes-

James               12 

 

Sunday 
1 June 

 

10:00 am 
Morning Prayer 

Whit Sunday 
8 June 

 

 

9:00 am 
Holy Communion (BCP) 

___________________________________ 
 

6:30 pm 
Prayer & Praise 

 

 
Sunday 
15 June 

 

11.00 am 
All Age Worship 

Sunday 
22 June 

 

10:00 am 
Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 
29 June 

 

11:00 am 
Morning Prayer 
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Thank you to everyone who clean the Church and keep it 

looking well cared for. The key for the vestry for cleaning 

materials can be obtained from The Bell or Gillian at 

Florizel. 

 

Brass cleaning for June  Mal Jelfs and Jackie Jordan 

 

Refreshment rota 

June 1st  Pat and Robert Heming 

June 8th    Karen and Mike Barnard 

June 15th  Sandra and Ken Spensley 

June 22nd  Gillian Beale 

June 29th  Village Organisation 

July 6th  Christine and Richard Sutcliffe 
 

___________________________________________ 
 
 

General Knowledge Quiz 
Answers 

 1) Jupiter        2)  Eton 

 3) The X-Files     4)  Oliver Twist 

 5) Scotland            6)  Alzheimer’s Disease 

 7) Polymers            8)  Mo Farah 

 9) Philadelphia                        10)   The Army 

11) Canada            12)   Hilary Mantel 

13) Don Bradman        14) Octave 

15) Harley Quinn                     16)   Oliver 

17) London            18) Ban Ki-moon 

19) Structure of DNA      20) St. Elmo’s Fire 
 

The quiz is on page 6 & 7 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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             Nature Box - In the  
Night Garden 

 
Upsy Daisy, Iglepiggle, and  Makka Pakka, - now stay with me 
for a moment - are all to be found In The Night Garden - that's  
CBeebies were talking about here. But perhaps more 
interesting, unless of course you're currently wrestling with 
entertaining bored toddlers, is a look back at some of the 
Willersey Night Garden sightings kindly shared over past 
months.  
 
Often out of sight there's a lot that's been going on. The video 
footage shared from three different properties of unexpected 
visiting otters within the village is an amazing development for 
a creature that has recovered from serious national decline.  
 
While we're sleeping foxes and badgers patrol village gardens 
too looking for easy pickings and whose confirmed presence 
has been captured on night cameras. Yes, and like otters they 
can be disruptive and cause loss, but they have been living 
alongside us for millennia. Although understandably this 
happy cohabitation may not be so easy to remember if you've 
just lost your koi carp, a few chickens or discovered the 
remains of an 'unzipped' predated hedgehog. 
 
Many residents find watching nature fascinating, but regular 
close inspection brings upset too, with a clutch of a dozen 
mallard duck eggs lost overnight and reported this spring. But 
such events are often outweighed by other sightings like the 
recently shared video clip of four hedgehogs feeding together, 
and on a separate occasion a fox and hedgehog eating 
alongside each other. Hedgehogs are just one of our night 
time creatures living out their lives, with males sometimes 

progressively fighting and involved in noisy courtship          14 
grunting.   
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Night visiting muntjac and roe deer have also been seen in 
village gardens. Although owls are not often seen at night, the 
hooting of tawny owls and shrieks from barn owls can 
sometimes declare their nighttime presence amongst us, with  
a shared image of a tawny owl hoovering up a juicy worm a 
memorable contribution recording one of their nocturnal 
activities. 
 
Not forgetting all the 'little guys' out at night - although perhaps 
not all of whom are totally welcome if you're tending delicate 
vegetables; but bats and moths are especially welcome. It is 
interesting to note that whilst there are only 57 resident 
species of UK butterflies, there are an astonishing 2,500 plus 
species of moth, with just a handful of moth larvae responsible 
for sometimes damaging our clothes. And some of the 
common moths on the wing across the village now such as 
the elephant hawk-moth and scarlet tiger are as beautiful and 
impressive as any butterfly and yet often going unseen. 
 
So it's intriguing to consider and celebrate just a few of the 
diverse nighttime garden creatures that are living alongside us 
here in Willersey. Thank you to everyone  who has shared 
their night garden news.  

But as yet, no reports of the Ninky Nonk.         
      

 

 
Cotswold Vale Embroidery Group 

 

The group will be meeting at Honeybourne Village Hall on 
Thursday July 3rd beginning at 9:30am. 
Our project is “Encrusted Pebble” which is being led by a group 
member, Jane. Usual sewing kit is required plus a pebble of 
your choice.  
If you need more information, please contact Gillian on 01386 

852958        15 

 

WI REPORT FOR MAY 2025 
 A little earlier than the 8th May, Willersey WI 
celebrated and remembered the 80th anniversary of VE 
Day on Bank Holiday Monday 5th with bunting, music, 
games and outside trestle tables laden with a a host of 

different platters of lovely food, made and brought to the hall by WI 
members and others, for all to share.  President Mal with her wig and 
trousers looked every bit the 1940’s Land Army Girl with her outfit whilst 
others, wearing the traditional pinafore, bright red lipstick and headscarf 
so typical of housewives of the time, served coffee and teas.  Braving 
a chilly wind everyone sat outside and listened to Ruby Lamont sing 
songs from the period and several readings reminded us too of the 
sacrifice so many had seen but knew too that with the ending of the war 
in Europe, and later beyond, that hope was to come. We ended with 
the rousing sound of ‘Jerusalem’. 
 As the weather turned sunnier and hotter WI members gathered 
on the evening of 12th May for our usual monthly speaker meeting with 
Tom Rose talking about his company called the Black Liquorice 
Company.   Tom specialises in bringing in liquorice from several 
Scandinavian and EU countries as we generally no longer grow 
liquorice root here in the UK. He sells his sweets online and in farm 
shops but mostly in rural Scotland.  His business grew quickly during 
Covid as people ordered online.  Several of you may remember 
Pontefract Cakes which became famous from the 1600’s. These small 
black discs were a mixture of liquorice and sugar. It is worth 
remembering that liquorice is not naturally black. It is brown. People in 
the past chewed on the root, which was dug up in a twisty format. 
Imagine that - chewing on a root! I don’t think many children would 
expect to do that today. Tom sells the sweets in bags with various 
flavours.  
We reminisced about what was available in the sweet shops in the 
past as Tom handed around some of his flavoured liquorice to try. 
Several claims are made for its health benefits.  Did you know that 
liquorice root was found in Tutankhamen’s tomb? Yes, quite a 
substantial amount apparently. So if you have a cough or need a 
laxative you might find liquorice in some form in the medicine chest, 
but don’t overdo it!   Many thanks to Tom for enlightening us about 
liquorice which I think many of us tend to remember as Liquorice 
Allsorts, black  laces or a sherbet dip with a  tube of black liquorice as 
something we would spend our pocket money on.   

 Anne Nixon                                                                                 16 
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COMING UP IN JUNE  2025 
 

There will not be a formal meeting in the Village Hall in June.  
WI members will be enjoying an outside  visit 

 to Batsford Arboretum on Wednesday 11th June in the 
afternoon. 

—————————————— 
However, if you are arranging an event in the village hall  

and need crockery, cutlery and glasses  
the WI is able to supply you with what you need for a fee. 

Please contact Mal Jelfs to find out more details on 858351 
 

Food donations for Caring Hands are welcomed.  
Please contact Sandra Spensley 6 Willow Road.  

 
May All Age Service 

 
Our ‘All Age’ Worship for May was a celebration of Rogantide to ask 

for God’s Blessings on all our crops throughout the year. The word 

Rogan is Latin and means to ask. The service this month was a happy 

one with lots of good comments from the congregation, including two 

Australian visitors from Melbourne. 

Mark took the service. His talk was based on the reading from Job, 

which was read by Debra. Our second reading was by Linda. Thank 

you both. The prayers were led by members of the team and Bel. We 

always appreciate the help given by members of the congregation.  

As we were drinking our coffee/tea and eating cake (Thanks to the 

bakers) one of the congregation said these words – “The table is what 

it is always about and I think is right because after the service 

everyone was chatting, and the companionship was very welcome.” 

Next month on June 11th at 11:00am,  we celebrate Father’s Day. It 

would be lovely to see you “round the table” afterwards.   
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The Welcome Café (report to the annual PC meeting) 
 

The Welcome Cafe has created a safe friendly environment to bring 
people into the Church . Villagers come to meet and make friends or 
sometimes visit on their own as they know we will always chat with 
them .Many a holiday maker or visitor from nearby villages are very 
happy to find us too. An average of 40 people weekly, rising with 
events .We as you know have a donation jar which helps with church 
expenses and people with less funds. 
   It is a great privilege to meet so many interesting people and learn 
about their lives;  we always chat with them which is so nice. 
   We are grateful to have donations of cakes and savouries from 
villagers, sometimes the children like to bake for us too. 
   Malcolm, Gillian, Christine and Richard are regular volunteers with a 
rota being provided for anyone else who would like to help. A young 
lady that The Reverend Jodie our curate referred to us ,comes when 
she can to get catering experience. Carolyn is an excellent help with 
the children providing crafts for them to do while their mothers’ chat . 
There is a board in the children's corner where you can see their 
work.  We are very pleased to welcome the mums now , it took a 
while for them to try us but after one mum had a good report on us, 
we now have up to a dozen children regularly during the school term 
which is a delight. 
   Back in February we celebrated our first birthday . We put up 
bunting and decorations , regulars baked and donated birthday cakes. 
The children made celebration cards with Carolyn and a wonderful 
time was had by all.57 attending. 
  We regularly post on the Willersey Facebook page, so villagers are 
kept informed of news and events. Photos of all events are on the 
Willersey site. 
   More recently we celebrated VE day as it fell on a Thursday. We 
decorated the church with bunting ,flags and memorabilia, many 
people donated war time bakes . A few dressed up in war time attire , 
many talking about war time experience and stories . 80 attended . 
It was an amazing atmosphere people had such fun. We look forward 
to the future with excitement and all that is happening in St Peter's . 
  The money we raise goes towards local good causes, recently 
together with the family we have supported the funding of a new 
bench for the church yard in memory of Canon Anthony Harvey . 
It will me lovely to see it soon in situ in remembrance of a much loved 

and admired man.        The Welcome Cafe Team                            18 
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Village Garden……………….Thank You 
.    

Hello me again, no not asking for volunteers - well not this 
month anyway- perhaps July! 
I would just like to take a minute to thank the wonderful 
volunteers who worked on The Garden in May. What a 
wonderful lot you are. It was great to see a couple of new 
volunteers so thank you to Michelle and Angela. My thanks go 
to Rosemary, Sandra,Ken and Roberta. 
Volunteering doesn’t have to be on a named day, if anyone has 
an odd hour to spare please feel free, we never quite get on top 
of it (quite - being an understatement)! 
Thank you to whoever cleared around the entrance and plant 
exchange, what a lovely surprise, who were you? 
On a somewhat disappointing note, someone is letting their dog 
mess on the grass on a regular occasion, this is dreadful 
especially for the volunteers who mow etc. we like to see the 
garden used and don’t object to dogs but please clean it up. 
It was lovely to see the children playing in the garden on VE 
Day, makes it all worthwhile. 
My thanks as always,  Jackie. 
__________________________________________________ 

                                          

Willersey History Society 
 

The inaugural and well attended meeting of the Willersey History 

Society took place on May 13th and following wide ranging 

discussions on ‘aims and objectives’ it was agreed that the 

Society should go forward with an emphasis on local particularly 

Willersey history and would include specifically social history 

aspects. It was also agreed that a Group of 4  Leaders would meet 

within the next few weeks to take the Society forward in what are 

very early days.  

If you are not already registered with the Society and wish to be 

please make contact via email at 

willerseyhistorysociety@gmail.com 

20 
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VE DAY Celebration 
Over 60 people of all ages celebrated the 

80th anniversary of VE  Day on May 5th at 

the Village Hall with a sumptious communal 

tea party all in the traditions of  

 

80 years ago. Surrounded by a 

plethora of Union Jacks and 

bunting there were games  for the 

children, wartime poems and 

readings, and of course, a sing-a-

long led by Ruby Lamont. 

The eve  nt was preceded by a 

short  service at the Memorial and 

the celebration was jointly 

organised by Footlights and the 

WI who provided free tea and  

coffee for all. Many thanks to all 

the willing helpers, but most of all 

to those who came and shared in 

the reflection of an event that took place before many {not all) of them 

were born. 

___________________________________________ 

 
THE JULY 2025 VILLAGE NEWS 
Copy for the June News must be received by Saturday 17th June 2025 
unless otherwise notified. Please send in any items of interest, thanks 
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the next day. Email them to willerseynews@gmail.com or phone Alan 
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Last month, the 
Stratford based & 
neuro-diverse 
magician Angus 
Baskerville was a 
guest speaker at 
the Willersey 
Afternoon club 
and talked about 
his journey 
combatting autism 
at school and at 
work and how he 
became a 
successful Magic 
Circle accredited 

magician.   He was met with many questions from members who had 
grandchildren and/or children on the spectrum and it was an engaging 
and informative talk as to how friends and family for example can all 
help young people who face this diagnosis.  The magic tricks that 
followed were mind blowing.  To see Angus’s ‘Hidden Powers’ show 
at The New Inn, Willersey on WEDNESDAY JULY 16TH AT 7PM 
and learn more about his journey and for a hugely entertaining fun 
evening for all adults and children alike, you can book via his website 
– www.angusbaskerville.com/upcomingshows .  Just £10 for adults, 
£6 for under 16’s and/pr £25 for a family of four ticket’ 
 
Quote from the Wednesday Club 
 
 “The feedback from Angus' visit has been the most positive that I 
have experienced for a long time.” 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON CHORAL SOCIETY 

 

Summer Concert 
 Songs by European Composers, edited by John Rutter 

 
The Stratford-upon-Avon Choral Society's informal summer concert 
will be held at St. Andrew’s Church in Shottery CV37 9HQ on Sat. 21 

June. Details and tickets on  www.stratfordchoral.org.uk           22 

http://www.willersey.org/churchandvillagenews.htm
http://www.stratfordchoral.org.uk/


[Type here] 
 

 

Willersey “B” through to 

SONA Cup Final 
 In this year’s Stratford League SONA 

Cup the Willersey “B” Team have made 

it through to the final after a strong 

semi-final victory against Littleton. The final will be played here, in 

Willersey, on Thursday 29th May against Stratford “Racketeers” 

whose squad includes County standard players and a player who 

competes in the National Table Tennis League !! 

Spectators will be very welcome, and the action is due to start from 

7.15pm in the Village Hall. 

______________________________________________ 
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PUBLIC INFORMATION June 2025 
 

MONDAY KERBSIDE WASTE BIN COLLECTIONS.   

The dates for the bins are 9th  and 23rd  June 2025     Please put  

all bins and bags out by 7.00am.   Waste Hotline 01285 623123.  

https://community.cotswold.gov.uk/s/waste-collection-enquiry    

Here is the waste collection calendar.    http://willersey.org/dispmon2.pdf 

Please note that the situation on these can change at any time if say the 

weather is bad. Just leave your bins out for a late collection. (Food waste 

is every week.) 

PARISH COUNCIL The office is on the corner of the Village Hall. Open every 

Monday from 10.00am to noon. Outside these hours, please contact the clerk on 

01386 853635 or email  clerk@willerseyparishcouncil.org.uk 
WILLERSEY VILLAGE HALL    To hire the hall please telephone  

Annie & Bill Payne on 01386 858368, or email   willerseyhall@btinternet.com   

or see   https://www.willerseyhall.co.uk/  

METHODIST COMMUNITY ROOM HIRE Tel: Penny Ingles 01386 853306. 

The MOBILE POST OFFICE  Visits Willersey on Friday at The Bell Inn 12:45 

to 14:45. 

There is a Post Office inside and a cash machine outside  Broadway Co-Op.  

BROADWAY SURGERY is in Station Road  WR12 7DE     

Telephones  01386 853651 and 01386 858136. 

NEAREST LIBRARY         Leamington Road, Broadway 

Open Mon. Wed. & Fri.  9:30am – 4:30pm.  Saturday 9:30 – 1pm 01905 822722 

COTSWOLD FRIENDS       Anybody who wishes to have transport for hospital 

and medical appointments ring the Cotswold Friends Help Centre: transport section 

01608 651115.  This telephone is manned from 09:30-15:30 Monday to Friday.   

SERVICES TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

National Rail Enquiries   08457 48 49 50   or 03457 48 49 50 

National Bus Traveline   0871 2002233 

Hedgehog    01386 841849    

N. N. Cresswell    to Evesham     01386 48655 for route R4 

Diamond Bus to Stratford-upon-Avon 01527 813120 for route 1 

Pulhams Coaches to Cheltenham  01451 820369 for route 606 

Bus timetables for Gloucestershire are at www.easytraveling.org.uk/gcc/ and 

on the Willersey website at  www.willersey.org/transport.htm#bus  

Contact numbers for Breakdown of Services & Police 

Electric Power Faults - 0800 328 1111 or 105. Gas Emergency – 0800 111 999 

Floodline – 0845 988 1188.                Severn Trent. Sewage – 08007 83444 

Thames Water  – 0800 980 8800        British Telecom  - 0330 1234 150   

Police – Telephone 101  (999)   www.gloucestershire.police.uk 
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