
THE PLAYING FIELD 

Please do get in touch with us, to explore any 

ideas for improving your parks and playing fields, 

or any events and activities that you think we 

may be able to help you with. 

secretary@glospfa.org.uk or 07504 544413 

Notice of  
Annual General Meeting 

 
The GPFA AGM will be held on  

Tuesday 10 October 2017  

at  

Cheltenham Rugby Club, Newlands Park, 

Southam Lane, Bishop’s Cleeve, Cheltenham, 

GL52 3PE 

6.30pm for a 7pm start. 

Everyone is welcome to attend.  

GPFA will provide a buffet and the bar will be 

open for purchase of drinks. 

“The world can be 

a serious place. 

That's why it's 

important to make 

time to go outside 

and play…”  

-Mark Zuckerberg, 

2017 

Autumn 2017 
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How can we help? 
The Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association 

was founded in 1926, to protect and improve 

recreational land across the county.  

Today, 90 years later, the GPFA’s original 

objectives remain largely unchanged, including 

the aim that everyone, whatever their age, 

should have adequate recreational space within 

easy reach of their homes and be encouraged to 

use these assets.  

Our members are at the heart of our organisation 

and we would like you to tell us how we can help 

your community stay active. 



 

Get Out and Play! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Play Gloucestershire is a Registered 
Charity, established in 2007, thanks 
to the vision of founder Pip Levett 
and the Big Lottery Fund Children's 
Play Initiative. Since then (and many 
grant applications later), their expert 
Play Ranger teams have gone from 
strength to strength, carrying out 
thousands of hours of visits to urban parks and rural green spaces across 
the six county districts (and often a little beyond!).  
 

Providing free outdoor active play, sports, arts activities and support to 
school-aged children and families and ably assisted by a large group of 
young volunteers and Play Apprentices, Play Rangers travel the county in 
their distinctive blue vans, combining play delivery with strategic play 
development. Activities even include teaching children about nutrition 

and healthy eating, with food 
donated by Tesco via 
FareShare and the children 
regularly prepare and eat 
healthy snacks as part of their 
play sessions, often cooked 
over a warming campfire. 
 

In 2013 Play Gloucestershire 
were awarded the National 
Playwork Award for Sustain-

ing Frontline Playwork and in 2014 they won Playwork Team of The Year, 
further highlighting the quality of the Play Ranger service. 
 

2015 saw the introduction of Play Nurture sessions, delivering targeted 
support to vulnerable children, both in and out of school. The following 
year the incredible landmark of 100,000 play visits was reached. 
 

With ongoing support from local parish, town and district councils, other 
community groups and organisations, 2017 has seen the Community Play 
Rangers kept busier than ever.  The summer holidays alone saw the team 
visit 27 different sites across the county, providing 82 play events, includ-
ing five roadshows celebrating Play Gloucestershire’s decade of play, and 
two festivals, finishing in style at the celebratory PlayFest held at Oxstalls 
Campus in Gloucester. Nearly 500 hours of free child-led play was 
offered and over 3,680 play visits made, indicating that children and 
young people really do want to play outdoors more than ever, and they 
know that playing outdoors helps them stay fit and feel good, both men-
tally and physically. 
 

We are extremely fortunate to have the Community  
Play Rangers working with children and families 
in open spaces across our county and we wish  
the team every success for the next ten years.  
 

Find out how Play Gloucestershire can help  
activate your community space at: 
 

www.playgloucestershire.org.uk  
 

info@playgloucestershire.org.uk 
 

 

Play Gloucestershire 

@Play_Glos 

Celebrating 10 Years of 
Play Gloucestershire 

http://www.playgloucestershire.org.uk


Funding Focus: 

The People’s Health Trust 

Helping Communities to help themselves 
Local groups and organisations with great ideas to make their communities 
even better places to live are invited to apply for funding to turn their ideas 
into reality. 

Active Communities is a funding programme for community groups and not-
for-profit organisations, with an income of less than £350,000 a year or an 
average of £350,000 over two years, seeking investment of between £5,000 
and £50,000 for projects lasting up to two years.  

We're looking for small and local projects, genuinely designed and run by lo-
cal people. By small, we mean just a small group of people on an estate, in a 
few streets or a village. 

We're also looking for great ideas from communities of interest. By this we 
mean a group of people who have things in common and wish to come to-
gether to address something that is important to them. These ideas could be 
based in one neighbourhood, or cover a wider area.   

Applying couldn't be easier. It's an online process with a step by step guide 
from start to finish. 

Using money raised by society lotteries through The Health Lottery, Active 
Communities is currently open in several areas, including: 

HealthTotal - Gloucestershire and Swindon area 
(application deadline, 11 October, 1pm) 

   

More information is available online at  
www.peopleshealthtrust.org.uk/apply-for-funding  

(click on Gloucestershire on the online map) 
 
HealthTotal is a great opportunity for GPFA members to access funding for 
active community play or sports projects that can last up to two years and 
which must include running costs - i.e. this is not a grant for capital items only 
(such as play equipment).  Please note the fairly short deadline of 11 October 
2017. 

Don’t forget GPFA provides small capital grants to members and can advise 
on other funding opportunities from external bodies. Contact the Secretary 
for more details - secretary@glospfa.org.uk. 

http://www.peopleshealthtrust.org.uk/apply-for-funding


Other news 
Playground Management Training Seminar 
We held another successful training event in July  

at Churchdown Park, with 17 attendees.  

Further seminars are planned for 2018. 

 

GPFA has a range of  free advice notes available  

for members, covering topics such as play  

inspections, playground legislation, fencing, risk 

assessment, signage & dogs. Please contact the  

Secretary for further information. 

 

New Play Area in Apperley 
Apperley’s new play area was officially opened by the Mayor of Tewkesbury 

at a celebration event in July.  GPFA assisted with grant funding for this  

improvement. 

 

Playing Field and Playground Assessment Scheme 
GPFA offers its members an annual independent assessment of their play 

and playing field facilities.  Assessments are undertaken in September and 

October. For further details of how to be included, please contact the  

Secretary. 

              Youth Sport Start Up Fund  
              GPFA can provide a cash award of up to £500,  

              as well as support, to new youth sports projects  

              across the county. Please get in touch for further 

              information.  

 

Kay Lillington 

GPFA Secretary/Advice Officer 

secretary@glospfa.org.uk 

07504 544413 

www.glospfa.org.uk 


